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Dubus coming | Art thrives at NECC 


to town 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


Before becoming a bestselling 
author, Andre Dubus III was a boy 
facing poverty, crime and violence, 
as told in his newly released memoir 
"Townie." 

In the book, Dubus paints an 
unfamiliar picture of Haverhill, the 
city in which he grew up and tells of 
the relationship he had with his 
famous deceased father Andre Dubus 
IT, who was also a writer. 

Dubus will be visiting the 
Bentley library at Northern Essex on 
April 22 at noon for a reading and 
signing of his aforementioned mem- 
oir. 

Reviews for the book describe it 
as “Raw” and “Emotional”. 

"I love it, it is a real coming of 
age story. It is really profound and 
well written," said Ann 
Grandmaison, coordinator of the 
event, about "Townie." 

As a teenager, Dubus often times 
was bullied and needed to learn how 
to use his fists to defend himself. 

“He was a poor kid who was bul- 
lied in these tough neighborhoods,” 
Grandmaison said. “He didn’t even 
know how to throw a baseball.” 

Dubus for a long time simply 
dealt with the beatings from neigh- 
borhood bullies. 

“T took it, I took it, I took it. Until 
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Andre Dubus III will visit 
NECC on April 22. 


I was 15. I was terrified like most 
people are. Violence is a scary thing” 
Dubus: said in an interview with 
“Greater Boston’ broadcasts. 

After starting to fight Dubus 
began fighting all the time. 

“T fought for about 13 years after 
that,” Dubus said, describing his life 
after snapping at fifteen years old and 


finally fighting back. 

“Tt is a wonderful story,” 
Grandmaison remarked. 

Dubus currently lives in 


Newburyport with his wife and three 
children. He also is a professor at 
UMass Lowell. 


By ROXANNE RODRIGUEZ 
Correspondent 


If you frequent NECC’s 
Haverhill campus chances are that 
you've seen artwork in the windows 
of the B and C building. The beauti- 
fully bright colors, evenly spaced 
throughout the big glass windows 
are all unique in their own ways. 
With different hues of vibrant colors 
like rich reds, yellows, blues and 
greens these displays are difficult to 
miss. Also, another brilliant cre- 
ation is present in the C-building 
windows, adjacent to the B-building 
entrance. 


A few weeks back the windows 
of the C-building simply were mere- 


ly covered with black tape and only a , 


few spaces in between the grids were 
filled with colored tissue papers. 

The purpose of the project is to 
re-create the 8x8 painting into the 
life size stained glass project to 
bring art to life at Northern Essex. 
These graphic design students use 
tissue paper and black tape to define 
the colors and spaces within the art- 
work but expressed the difficulties 
they have come across trying to 
accomplish this replica. 

Vaughn Abbott, is a graphic 
design student, whose 8x10 painting 
was chosen by his peers, as one of 
five to be enlarged as part of the 
stained glass project. 

“Tt's one of these things when you 
first start doing it you're like, God, I'm in 


Roxanne Rodriguez Photo 


When entering the C-building individuals are greeted 
with the artwork pictured above. 


way over my head. But as you start to use 
it more, like anything, things start to make 
more sense and become easier.” Abbott 
said. 

When asked about his experi- 
ence in his art class with Professor 
Juan Jose Barboza-Gubo, he 
responded, “So far so good, learning 
color is not anywhere as easy as one 
might think, there are so many vari- 
ations of color, temperature, shav- 
ings and hues that learning all of 
that about color and trying to use it 
in a successful way is a lot more dif- 


ficult than you think it may be.” 

Cassandra Tetreault, also a 
graphic design student working on 
the project, explained, “Another 
thing that has been difficult was due 
to the weather changing from hot to 
cold, the heat from the sun shining 
through the windows is softening 
and shrinking the tape and then at 
the end of the day when it cools 
down it contracts, cooling the paper 
as well.” 


Continued on Page 8 


The upside to community college 


The definition of 
community college is 
changing 


By ANDY ROBINSON 
News Editor 


The perception that communi- 
ty college is something less of an 
education when compared to a 
traditional four year college has 
been an underlying notion to stu- 
dents since the high school years. 

Sometimes its educational 
quality is questioned, giving the 
impression that community col- 
lege carries a stigma. 


Dan Potocki, an NECC stu- 
dent, said, “I would say there is a 
stigma, but an undeserved one. 
Often split between those who 
have been here and those who 
haven't. Some students believe 
the bad press. I used to hear peo- 
ple call NECC, 'high school with 
Ash Trays.” 

Potocki, on again-off again 
student since 2006, thinks Urban 
Dictionary, a popular humor web- 
site, defines the stigma best. 

Some of the entries for “com- 
munity college,” read, “A place 
where you prolong your eventual 
dropping out of college,” and “A 
transitional phase between the 
acquisition of a high school 
diploma (during which consider- 
able luck was involved) and 


either homelessness or lower- 
middle class obscurity.” 

Most who attend, as well as 
work, at NECC agree that the 
stigma exists, but they also agree 
that it's not true. 

Josh Edwards, second year 
NECC student, said, “There is no 
difference in education [when 
comparing to four year colleges]. 
We have teachers that are doctors; 
who have taught at other [four 
year] colleges.” 

Edwards, a criminal justice 
major, identified some of the fac- 
tors that might feed into the stig- 
ma to be the low cost of tuition 
and the absence of dorms. 

Blake Lemke, first year NECC 
student, also agreed with the stig- 
ma's existence, but disagreed with 


it personally. “I think community 
college is a good start. You can 
figure out what you want to do. 
Some people don't need to go on 
to a four year [college], like me, 
to be a paramedic.” 

Lemke said the reasons for the 
stigma could be, “That people 
aren't leaving the community. 

“Maybe it's because anyone 
can get into a community col- 
lege.” 

Ellen Yarborough, NECC 
English professor (with a doctor- 
ate), said, “There is a stigma 
attached to community colleges. I 
agree that people have that idea, 
but I don't know why. You have 
great access to your professors, 
people who are teaching here, 
really want to be here. They 


believe in the mission. So you 
have a very mission driven 
school.” P 

Robert Reiss, a UMASS 
Lowell student, said, there is a 
negative stigma. 

“T love the idea of a universi- 
ty. They're more reputable and a 
degree is worth a lot more. 
However, someone can spend a 
few years at a community college, 
taking general education classes, 
and save thousands of dollars.” 

NECC's own data suggests 
that community college does pre- 
pare students for further educa- 
tion beyond its own campus. 
NECC's Institutional Research & 
Planning Department found that, 


Continued on Page 6 
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Don’t neglect your | ............ 


I LOVE HOW THE 
REPUBLICAN PARTY ARE 
TRYING TO STOP THE EFA 
FROM REGULATING 


cuddling needs 


Sometimes, we all get a little lonely. 
And sometimes it’s enough to talk to 
someone on the phone, or just see a friend, 
but sometimes our needs run deeper than 
that. 

Human contact is an important part of 
life, and many people don’t get enough of 
it. In our modern, sequestered, sterile soci- 
ety, many people don’t take the time to 
properly cuddle. 

. We’re not suggesting you should just 
go and snuggle up next to the next stranger 
you meet on campus or.in the street. That 
might send the wrong message. 

But we here at the Observer think it’s 
important to, be comfortable connecting 
physically as well as mentally and emo- 
tionally with those close to us. 

Do you cuddle with your significant 
other? If you don’t, you really ought to. 
It’s a major part of a relationship that too 
many people neglect. 

There isn’t any research suggesting 


true. 

But you don’t have to only cuddle with 
those you’re romantically close to. You 
can also cuddle with friends, family, or a 
pet. 

Just because you aren’t seeing any- 
body romantically doesn’t mean you have 
to live isolated in a bubble of no human 
contact at all. 

It may be something you have to dis- 
cuss with your significant other, if you are 
seeing someone, but remember that cud- 
dling isn’t necessarily cheating. 

You don’t need to ignore that dimen- 
sion of your friendships just because 
you’re dating someone. 

So if you feel the need to cuddle, ask a 
friend. If they resist, maybe you should 
just show them this editorial. 

Let them know that your friends here 
at the Observer think that they’re neglect- 
ing an important duty in friendship if they 
don’t let you snuggle them. 


I KNOW, RIGHT? THE ENER- 
GY TAX PREVENTION ACT OF 
It’s LiKE 

THEY'RE TRYING TO KILL THE 
EPA, DEREGULATING EVERY-- 


2011 IS ABSURD. 


POLLUTION- 


ABOUT STUFF COMICS 


IM JUST 
ENJOYING 
THIS DELICIOUS 
BRICK. 


BY XANTHIAS WATSON 


that the increase in divorce rates has to do Observer Staff Cartoonist 
with a decrease in cuddling between mar- 


ried couples, but that doesn’t mean it isn’t 


Remember, a little peer pressure never 
hurt anybody. 


Roaming Reporter 


What are your long-term 
educational plans? 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publica- 
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| or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


Ad/Copy Deadline | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


We prefer submissions via email: 


| 
| 
observer@necc.mass.edu 

*inciude Letter to Editor in the subject line. | 


| ‘ : “@-% 

| But, if you wish ubmit a | - * ° 

| Letter to Ector NECC eet no List bin MA 01830 yaa ee Katie Yameen Niet Ea 

While we attempt to publish all letters «p a : son's : are Sa Me ips - . ” 
| Se ns wo echt ox reject tives racelad, | I'm going for a batche- transfer and indulge in Graduating. 
lor’s for computer science middle eastern studies.” 

The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, | at Umass Amherst.” 


College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press~ 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 


NECC Observer April 13, 2011 Page3 


Did I really want to hurt you? 


Did I really want to 
make you cry? 
Frankly, no. 


By RIck INGHAM 


Opinion Editor 
On 
™ March 30 the 
mN. EB € oC 


Observer ran a 
front-page 
| story about a 
group of- stu- 
dents petition- 
ing to get their 

ee math instructor 
hired on as a full-time teacher. In 
conjunction with that story we fea- 
tured an opinion piece written by one 
of those students which called on 
school administrators to hire the 
adjunct professor. However, the goals 
of the petitioning students were 
eclipsed by the outlandish and accu- 
satory statements made by the appar- 
ent ringleader of the movement, 
Victoria Czaia. 

I will not go into the specifics of 
what Ms. Czaia said in her piece nor 
will I quote here the things she said 
during -her interview with the 
Observer Executive Editor, Chantal 
McGovern, nor will I expressly con- 
demn or condone what was said. The 
raw evidence of the matter is that this 
one issue turned into a hornet’s nest 
of outery and written response. 

As Opinion Editor I have 
received several letters from students 
defending the math department, and 
one in particular from a soon-to-be 
president of the college but the 
responses have not been limited to 
writing as both I and McGovern have 
been put in positions to defend our 
decision to publish the aforemen- 
tioned pieces. 

So the question begs to be 
answered; why did we publish those 
things if we knew they would hurt 
people's feelings? Over the past week 
I've been called upon to answer that 
question and it's in this forum that I 
would like to answer it. 

First and foremost, I published 


the opinion piece from Ms. Czaia 
because she took the time to put her 
thoughts into writing and submit 
them to the paper. I know that sounds 
like I merely publish things because 
they glide across my desk, but there's 
more to it than that. When | initially 
read the piece I was taken aback by 
the implications Ms. Czaia was mak- 
ing. To reference comedian Brian 
Regan, it was the epitome of hyper- 
bole. But despite the claims and 
accusations I was intrigued by the 
piece and came to appreciate that a 
group of students are working togeth- 
er to make a difference in the way a 
portion of the school is run. 

The Observer is a student-run 
newspaper, which means that stu- 
dents are responsible for everything 
that goes into the paper and students 
are the target demographic. If a stu- 
dent is doing something big on cam- 
pus, it's the job of the newspaper to 
report on it. Unfortunately, the 
Observer staff cannot be everywhere 
at once so we rely heavily on student 
submissions. But why print some- 
thing so inflammatory and offensive? 

I published the piece because it is 
an opinion that is topical to everyone 
on campus and I knew that people 
would take sides and discuss the 
issue at hand. Is the math department 
in the midst of a dilemma or is it 
thriving? Are the math professors 
lazy and complacent or are they 
enthusiastic and wonderful? I pub- 
lished this article because sometimes 
you need to spice things up, some- 
thing I learned from my own math 
professor. 

As I mentioned before we had an 
incredible response from the student 
body as they rushed to defend the 
math department. While the wide- 
spread written response was gratify- 
ing the verbal response was rather 
unexpected. Personally, I found 
myself defending my position on 
multiple occasions, all with the inten- 
tion of discovering my motivations 
for printing the opinion piece. 
Executive Editor McGovern told me 
of an incident where she found her- 
self the target of one irate student 
who deemed it appropriate to berate 
her in the middle of a hallway. I men- 
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Eric Kehoe, a tutor in the NECC Math Lab, shown here expressing his opinion of 
-the front page article containing criticisms against the Math Department 


tion these not to complain but rather 
to illustrate how strongly people felt 
on the issue. 

In the midst of the uproar in 
defense of the math department, it's 
important to note a few things. First 
and foremost, don't shoot the mes- 


senger. Ancient greco-roman soci- 
eties may have kicked people into the 
pit of death for delivering bad news, 
but in modern society words belong 
exclusively to the person saying 
them. As a publication we feature the- 
words and ideas of many different 
people from various backgrounds 
and experiences and because we do, 
the stories printed in the opinion sec- 
tion do not reflect the thoughts and 
opinions of the newspaper as a 
whole. 

Secondly, it's an opinion, not 
fact. The opinion piece Ms. Czaia 
wrote is pure opinion, if she believes 
that the math department is full of 


America, Canada’s 


The alabaster cities 
aren t gleaming like 
they used to 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Assistant Opinion Editor 


America has mountains, lakes, 
rivers, picturesque views and beauti- 
ful expanses. It has shining seas and 
ancient forests. It has blue skies and 
green meadows. 

Of course, they're all kept tucked 
neatly out of sight. 

The vision of America we're pre- 
sented in our songs and pictures 
doesn't look a lot like the vision of 
America you actually see, most of the 
time, in your day-to-day life. 

It's hard, sometimes, to dredge up 
memories of those beautiful vistas 
and pristine forests, but I doubt 
there’s a person reading this article 
who can't easily summon a vivid 
mental image of a cracked street and 


a graffiti-covered brick wall, the 
stench of a dumpster spilling out into 
the air. 

For every beautiful building, 
there are a hundred squat, factory- 
like constructions. For every verdant 


park there are a thousand small,~ 


brownish patches of land left as a 
token effort to not completely annihi- 
late life from the environment. 

We hack our bushes into neat, 
boring rectangles, and we plaster our 
streets with garish, visually over- 
whelming ads. 

Even rebellion against this all- 
encompassing drabness is usually 
ugly -- street artists usually seek to 
deliberately emphasize the grotesque 
nature of the environment. They real- 
ly strive to remedy it. 

And this push against the aesthet- 
ic is fundamentally ingrained in the 
American spirit and attitude. People 
are often outraged, but no one is sur- 
prised, when schools facing budget 
cuts eliminate parts or all of their art 
departments. Cutbacks in math or 
athletics are often out of the question 


until the last instrument has been 
pulled from the hands of a talented 
student. 

There are efforts to push against 
this, both in the immediate and the 
large scale. Here at NECC, The 
Community Outreach Group fre- 
quently works to clean up our local 
environment and make it a generally 
more attractive place to live. 

Our school has art programs, 
which make an effort to provide 
entertainment and aesthetics to the 
community here. 

On the state and national level, 
there are funds to provide for pro- 
moting art in our country. But these 
funds are constantly under attack. 

What we lack is a conscious 
sense, as a culture, that the environ- 
ment we live in matters. We lack a 
sense that waking up to a drab house 
in a drab city and going through an 
entire day without seeing anything 
beautiful is a real drain on quality of 
life. 

In the late 1800’s, a reporter once 
asked playwright Oscar Wilde why 


slackers then she is entitled to say so. 
it may not be nice, but not everyone 
has a positive opinion on things. The 
great thing about opinions is that you 
don't have to agree with them. I 
received one letter in particular that 
began by apologizing because the 
individual did not agree with the 
opinion piece. Disagreeing with what 
is printed in the opinion section does 
not hurt my feelings. The beautiful 
thing about an opinion is that you can 
accept or reject it, you don't have to 
read an opinion piece the same as a 
fully fleshed-out news story. 

And lastly, the intent of the story 
was to help someone get a full-time 
job. Nearly all of the letters that I 
read dealt directly with defending the 
reputation of the math department, 
with almost no mention of Professor 
Chase. The intent of the front-page 
story was to call attention to a group 
of students trying to get their teacher 


omely 


he thought America was so violent. 
He responded, “Because your wall- 
paper is so ugly.” 

We have, as a nation, institution- 
alized the bland, the uniform, the 


hired here at NECC. By those terms 
the students are doing something 
good and honorable, however one 
among them spoke out in a negative 
light and ran the whole operation off 
the road. 

At the end of the day I am glad 
that we, as a publication, chose to run 
the stories regarding Ms. Czaia and 
her crusade. The Observer staff final- 
ly saw a genuine response from the 
student body and the math depart- 
ment received an outpouring of posi- 
tive support. In a perfect world every 
opinion piece published in the 
Observer would elicit the same 
response as we saw this past week. 

Just so we’re all on the same 
page here: I don’t hate the math 
department. I’ve taken three different 
math classes and have had a positive 
experience every time. 

To read the complete collection 
of letters, turn to page 5 of this issue. 


sister 


gray, and have made a habit of hiding 
and avoiding the natural beauty of 
our land. The result has been far 
from surprising. 

Still, at least we’re not Russia, 


MCTcampus photo 
This picture would not be improved if it were printed 
in color. 
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Ominous stats for 
the student body 


Outlook grim for 
success rates of 
NECC students 


By Hope M. Hunt 
Copy Editor 


A private four-year college is 
going to. cost more than your typical 
affordable local community college. 
But is the quality of that college 
worth the extra thirty or forty grand? 
No. NECC students, you may not 
have gotten a full scholarship to 
Harvard but you have got brains. 
Two years at NECC will save you 
tens of thousands of dollars, and that, 
ladies and gentlemen, is very smart. 
So, let us put the economics of 
attending a community college on the 
backburner and evaluate some statis- 
tics. 

NECC’s graduation rate is 
pathetic. Of the approximately 7,439 
undergraduate students that are 
enrolled, a projected 13 percent will 
graduate. Let this, my friends, be a 
defining moment for you. Will you 
be a part of this elite 13 percent, or 
are you going to flake out? For the 
mathematically inept, 13 percent of 
7,439 is about 967, which is dreadful- 
ly pitiful when compared to the pro- 
jected graduation rates at Salem State 
(43 percent) and UMass Lowell (53 
percent), Admittedly, UMass Lowell 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor’ in subject line. 


Go outside! 


Get out of the gloom of 
NECC%S brick buildings 


and out into the sun 


and Salem State are more selective in 
the screening of potential applicants, 
as UMass Lowell admits 74 percent 
of applicants and Salem State admits 
57 percent, however one can’t help 
but wonder-- is it this selectivity that 
contributes to their higher numbers? 
Does selectivity ensure their candi- 
dates’ success? 

NECC does not vigorously 
screen candidates. You are qualified 
to attend NECC so long as you have 
your diploma (or GED) and are 
immunized properly. At NECC there 
is no admission essay, no minimum 
SAT or ACT scores, and no minimum 
GPA. Even your long-standing high 
school discipline record isn’t going to 
prevent your admittance at NECC. 
NECC even allows last-minute strag- 
glers the opportunity to register for 
classes at their last-minute conven- 
ience. Is NECC allowing a popula- 
tion of students with no other option 
the proverbial second chance? Or is 
NECC enabling a population of 
deluded individuals to believe they 
have a chance? 

NECC collects tuition regardless 
of student success. As long as you 
can pay your bill you can take as 
many classes as you like. Financial 
aid is a bit more stringent, requiring 
that recipients of financial aid main- 
tain a satisfactory GPA, which is rea- 
sonable. If a student wants to waste 
his or her own time and finances to 
fail and continuing failing, that is his 
or her prerogative; but if a student 
wants to carelessly deplete limited 


your adipose tissue is getting thicker by the 


second. 


To be honest I really would hate to be you 


right now. 


Sitting inside at NECC and not enjoying 


the fresh air. 


Let us quickly go over the weather of the 


government funds so that he or she 
can chase a pipedream, that is unac- 
ceptable. Would you pay a plumber 
who fails to fix your shower? No. 
Why would financial aid continue to 
foot the bill for students who fail to 
perform? If you want to waste your 
own finances taking classes you will 
ultimately fail at then NECC will be 
more than willing to take your money 
even at the price of a lower gradua- 
tion rate because, boys and girls, this 
is the way the world works. 

To the many students who con- 
sider NECC as a steppingstone, a 
mere 26 percent of NECC’s student 
body will actually transfer onwards. 
In other words, NECC students, the 
odds are not in exactly in your favor. 
61 percent of you will neither gradu- 
ate nor transfer from NECC. Is this a 
prophecy of doom? Well, that 
depends on where you find yourself 
regarding these statistics. Are you of 
the doomed 61 percent or of the elite 
39 percent who will either graduate 
or transfer? 

If you’re looking for hope, in 
spite of this grim dose of truth, you 
needn’t look far. May 21 at NECC’s 
Forty-Ninth annual commencement 
there will be several beacons of hope 
receiving their diplomas. These are 
students who succeeded despite the 
odds of failure breathing down their 
necks. 

Will you be able to join their 
ranks one day or should you quit now 
and cut your losses? The choice is 
yours. 
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The case mer 
mainstream medicine 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Assistant Opinion Editor 


Okay, I get it. Big Pharma is scary. 
There's something deeply unsettling about 
putting your health in the hands of a major 
company that clearly cares more about 
profits than human life. The insurance 
companies are even worse. I know. 

Believe me when I say I understand 
why people tum to alternative medicine. 
The practitioners are generally nicer, the 
drugs don't all have long chemical names 
(well, actually, they do, but they don't have 
to put them on the bottle if it's herbal) and 
you don't feel like you have to worry about 
some brainless middle-manager cutting 
comers to increase the profit margin. In 
light of all that, tuming to altemative med- 
icine is a totally understandable response. 

I want to try to explain why it's also a 
really, really bad idea. 

First of all, most of the major vitamin- 
and-herb companies are wholly owned 
subsidiaries of major drug companies. 
They know that, from your perspective, it 
looks like a safer, more natural choice in 
medication. From their perspective, it's a 
cheap, unt source of the same 
kind of profits they're already organized to 
pull in, without the cost of researching and 
developing drugs that they know actually 

work. 


Apart from that, herbal remedies have 
been shown to consistently contain toxic 
heavy metals in far higher quantities than 
FDA regulated drugs, often coming just 
shy of the legal limit. An unlucky combi- 
nation of too many vitamin supplements 
could easily have enough lead or cadmium 
in them to cause real damage. 


if AG) 


So, the main selling point of alterna- 
tive medicine? That it's getting away from 
the big, scary pharmaceutical companies? 
Bollocks. 

Well, what about those big, scary 
chemical names? Thcnecoisit be soll, cas 


they're being developed does tend to nar- 
row them down to the point where they're 
only working with one component, a small 
enough part of whatever it comes from that 
we just don't have common English names 
for them, like we do for 'wormwood' or’St. 
John's Wart’. 

But the other thing it means is that a 
whole bunch of scientists, backed up by 
the FDA, have made sure that the thing 
you're putting in your body is the thing that 
fixes whatever you're trying to fix. Not 
only that, but you're getting that thing with- 
out whatever else happens to be in the 
chemical makeup of the plant it comes 
from. 

Look, Big Pharma sucks. We all 
know it. Nobody likes having to go 
through those [insert your favorite curse 
word here] to get better. But they've got 
something going for them that no one else 
has. They have the medicine. They have 


a government organization, 
doesn't kill people, and reliably makes 
them better. 

They have that by definition. As 
Australian comedy musician Tim Minchin 
put it, “Altemative medicine has, by defi- 
nition, either not been proved to work, or 
been proved not to work. Do you.know 
what they call altemative medicine that's 
been proved to work? Medicine.” Big 
Pharma is just what we call the people who 
sell the drugs we know work. 

If you get sick, please. Go to a doctor. 
Even if your homeopath has a warmer 
smile, 


of all it has to offer. 
Get an affordable, high-caliber education. 


Invest in your future 
at UMass Lowell. 


Transfer to UMass Lowell to take advantage 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


you are reading this article that 
at this very moment you -are 
sitting around enjoying the 
sullen, dark atmosphere of the 


. I wouldn’t ‘exactly 

use the word enjoy since you 
probably are depressed and hating your exis- 
tence at this second, assuming that fate is cor- 
rect. 

Thus, | will take this opportunity to chal- 
lenge fate and urge you to take this newspaper 
and go venure outside into the quad area locat- 
ed just outside the doors of the C-building 
lobby. 

Strangely, I have the strong suspicion that 
you are still inside reading this, casually sip- 
ping some sort of carbonated beverage and that 


Fate would assume that if 


past few months 

Do you remember the snow coming down 
and wishing you were enjoying the perfect 
weather in some far-off tropical place? 

Well, now you can stop wishing you were 
in the company of good weather, since the 
weather outside is absolutely amazing. It isn’t 
too hot and there isn’t any material required to 
be covering your arms. 

You can throw water balloons at a random 
person and not wonder whether or not it will 
turn to ice before it hits the individual’s legs. 

Although, if you did fling a water balloon 
in my direction, I may get a bit upset. Right 
now that you don’t want to put down this 
newspaper and go outside. 

However, I must mention the portablity of 
this paper. ( You can take this paper anywhere 
in the world including, but not limited to the 
quad outside the C-building, Kenoza Lake, and 
even Canobie Lake, but no one wants to read at 
an amusement park. 


¢ Nationally accredited programs 

* New funding for transfer scholarships 

Valuable connections through small classes and 
learning communities 


Get a great return on your investment. 

e Real-world experience for undergraduate students 

e A wide variety of accelerated bachelor’s to master’s programs 

* The highest mid-career salaries among graduates of public 
universities in the Northeast* 


Learn more about the value of a UMass Lowell education at 
www.uml.edu/value. 


Da University of 
a 


Office of Transfer Admissions 
883 Broadway, Suite 110 
Lowell, MA 01854 
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*December 2009 survey by Payscale.com 


NECC professors 
keep math alive and 
thriving 

Despite what you have read in the 
Observer last week, mathematics is a 
subject that is neither dead nor dying. 
The discoveries of Newton, Einstein, 
Archimedes and Pythagoras are nei- 
ther obsolete nor disappearing any- 
time soon. It is the language that 
describes the physical world around 
us, and the symbols and language 
that describe it are the sheet music to 
this grand symphony. 

As Galileo noted, "Mathematics is 
the language with which God has 
written the universe." 

It is self-evident that as long as 
gravity holds our feet to the ground 
and we can watch the sun rise, the 
laws of mathematics will rule our 
lives whether we study it or not. That 
being said, it is also a subject that stu- 
dents sometimes languish through 
and sometimes hate. I love math. 
Sometimes I take my math book with 
me places and read it for fun. But I 
also hate it when it confounds me. 
That is the dichotomy of the subject. 

Last week, Victoria Czaia assert- 
ed, "The professors have been here 
for years, and many don't care 
whether the students understand what 
they are learning.” 

Well I would like to share my 
experience with the instructors that I 
had the pleasure of taking classes. 

Ken Eisenberger: I took Basic 
Algebra II with him. He spent his 
whole career as an electrical engineer 
at Lucent Technologies. He untan- 
gled Elementary Algebra for the 
class, any questions we asked, he was 
able to answer. 

Catherine Pirri: She insisted that 
we learn Greek letters that are com- 
monly used to describe angles and 
the strictures and structures of math. 
As I went forward in my study of 
math, this paid huge dividends. 

Jim Brown: It is fascinating to 
learn about how astronauts use calcu- 
lus and math to navigate. Dig in to 
messy derivatives with him and you 
will be best equipped for any sort of 
math that comes your way. In his 
class I learned from students who 
suffer from ailments that commonly 
befall math students, like forgetting a 
negative sign or basic addition mis- 
takes, do not mean that you can't 
learn math. 

Nancy Nickerson: You will not 
find a more giving teacher. I cannot 
count the amount of times her bag 
was packed, on her shoulder, and her 
coat on and a student asks her a ques- 
tion and she puts off her plans to 
leave and stay hours later to help. 
Professor Nickerson has a boundless 
capacity to help students. Come to 
the math lab on almost any given day 
and you will see Nancy paired with a 
student, Erie them for hours. I 
defy anyone to find any math profes- 
sor from an Ivy League College with 
greater intellect, compassion, and 
capacity to teach. 

Liliana Brand: She brings the 
"spicy" math problems to her stu- 
dents and explains them with clarity, 
and demands that her students learn. 
She brings energy and enthusiasm to 
the subject, sets the bar high, and 
helps her students rise to the chal- 
lenge. Take her class and you will 


Letters to the Editor 


learn so much of the history of the 
math you are learning and of the 
applications of the equations that she 
teaches. If a student endeavors to 
transfer to a challenging 4-year 
school, Liliana's classes are essential 
to be ready for all rigor that that 
entails. No one passes her class who 
doesn't deserve to. 

Habib Maagoul: His class is a 
must for anyone who wants to move 
past Calculus 2. If any student doubts 
that math is alive, go to his class. You 
might watch a video on vector fields, 
go to the courtyard and work out a 
knotty matrix problem, throw a ball 
around the room, or be asked to go to 
the white board and tease out the 
answer to any number of math prob- 
lems. Do you have a question about 
a math concept? Ask Professor 
Maagoul and he can tell you at least 
four different ways of understanding 
that concept. Flip a calculus or differ- 
ential equations book open to any 
page and he will be able to solve the 
problem and explain the proof of 
why it works. 

The thing that puts the lie to 
Czaia's article is all the people in the 
math department that I did not men- 
tion. I restricted myself to talk about 
only the teachers who I have person- 
ally had as instructors. The wealth of 
knowledge and ability in the math 
department beyond this handful is 
pretty impressive. These are not peo- 

le who took these positions because 
it was their only option in life. The 
math department includes at least 
three engineers from Raytheon. 
There are two things that Czaia 
said in her article that I agree with. If 
Justin Chase has inspired her and 
others to the degree that her article 
indicates, | am sure that he is a great 
teacher. However, I will offer some 
unsolicited advice for the students 
that Czaia said, "Won't bother to fin- 
ish their degrees [if they can't take 
their math classes with Chase]." I 
would advise those students to evalu- 
ate who they are becoming educated 
for, and what other roadblocks they 
may meet along the way. If we allow 
such roadblocks to hold us back from 
education, then many would endeav- 
or along the path and none would 
complete it. 

And if you are stuck, come to the 
math lab, in room C201. Bring your 
math book and your questions and 
find people there who would love to 
help. The people there love to build 
confidence and math skills. Failing 
that, if there are really students at this 
school who are willing to give up all 
their academic pursuits because they 
got a teacher that they don't like, then 
the problems that eo have in their 
lives do not begin at this college, nor 
do they end here, and those problems 
cannot be fixed here either. 

I would like to report that the eight 
people that I spoke with from the 
math department were hurt by 
Victoria's words. I could see it in 
their eyes. I would like to offer an 
opinion of my own. Victoria, you are 
the worlds' foremost authority on 
your opinion. No one can take that 
away from you and it can be neither 
right nor wrong, it is just yours. But, 
if you are going to render such an 
opinion on paper and in public, that 
has hurt the feelings of so many, I 
believe that the guidelines of journal- 
ism dictate that research be done to 
back up that opinion. I spoke with 
eight faculty members from the math 


department, none of whom have ever 
spoken with Victoria. | wonder how 
such a strong opinion can be formed 
about the math department without 
ever meeting the majority of the math 
department. Did you mean to talk 
only about some in the math depart- 
ment? Or perhaps only one teacher? 
Is some clarity in this matter in 
order? Would you be willing to offer 
an apology to these good teachers 
and faculty? 

When a group of mathematicians 
doubted Galileo's math theory, it is 
reported that he replied, “Eppur si 
muove" meaning "And yet it moves". 
Yes, like it or not, the math that 
describes the movement of the earth 
exists and is not dying. It is alive and 
thriving at Northern Essex 
Community College: 


- PRESTON LEWIS 


Take responsibility 
for your education, 


invest the time 


I have been a student at NECC for 
three and a half years now working 
on my Engineering Science degree. 
All engineering students must com- 
plete and pass numerous math cours- 
es including Calculus 1, 2, 3. and 
Differential Equations ‘(this is not 
including any prerequisites). I have 
taken Advanced Algebra & Trig, 
Calculus 1, 2, 3, and Differential 
Equations (currently enrolled in 
Differentials). So I can honorably say 
that I have efficiently studied math. 

Today (04/04/11), in my 
Differential Equations class, a fellow 
student brought to everyone's atten- 
tion the articles in the NECC 
Observer about hiring a new profes- 
sor and the so called "Dilemma" in 
the math department. I understand 
completely that this paper is all based 
on the opinions of students. 
However, here is MY opinion that I 
like to share with you; I am deeply 
irate about the opinion Victoria Czaia 
expressed in the March 30 edition of 
the NECC Observer! 

First off I would like to ask her a 
few questions. She says that she has 
taken college algebra a few times, so 
my questions are: "How much time 
and effort are you actually putting 
into this class? Other than the 
required four hours of class time?", 
and "Do you frequently visit the math 
center which is opened all day long to 
each and every student who needs 
help or just to do homework?" The 
answers to these questions will ulti- 
mately give me a better understand- 
ing as to why she would write such 
horrendous things. 

In her opinion piece Czaia writes, 
“The math department needs to be 
overhauled... professors don't care 
whether students understand what 
they are learning... professors passing 
students to get rid of them... etc." 
When I read this article, I can honest- 
ly say I freaked out! School is more 
than just a classroom and homework; 
it's a full time job (in my eyes). I 
spend countless hours weekly study- 
ing for my math classes. I spend 
more time on homework and study- 
ing for tests than I do at my two part- 
time, paying, jobs. ; 

The math professors that I have 
had are amazing. | have developed a 


great relationship with each one. So 
to hear comments like Czaia's, I get 
upset. She is basically indirectly say- 
ing that my math education is 
trashed. Czaia is quoted as saying, "I 
tend to take action when ignored... I 
do have channel 7 and 9 along with 
the Eagle Tribune on speed dial if the 
occasion arises." If Victoria were to 
do as she says, every student apply- 
ing for a full time job (with a degree 
from NECC), a university, or a state 
college will be looked at like their 
math background is pitiful. When 
Czaia wrote her article, she did not 
take into account the students who 
try very hard to succeed in math and 
the professors who have taught each 
of us. It is not fair. 

The school should not change its 
ways just because a few students 
can't get a grasp on math. They need 
to stop blaming the professors and 
start blaming each other, because 
that's what it comes down to. College 
algebra is pretty straight forward, like 
I said before, it's more of a job than 
just class and homework. They need 
to spend time, and when I say time I 
mean hours studying, doing prob- 
lems, doing and completing all 
homework, asking questions when 
they don't understand what the 
teacher is saying, forming study 
groups, meeting with professors 
before and after class, etc. No other 
student, nor I, will tolerate any other 
humiliations these students have put 
forth to not only us but the teachers 
of the math department. I will stand 
by the math professors. 


- JENNIFER BAILEY 


Math lab is there 
when professors are 
not available 


I write this response in the Math 
Lab, after completing an exam that 
my math professor gave us a second 
chance on. I have finished this exam, 


‘confident that I will do much better 


on it than the last attempt. My thanks 
belong to the tutors here in the Math 
Lab. 

Hearing the sounds of laughter and 
the light bulbs turning on over a stu- 
dent's head as problems click in their 
brain is inspiring. I know that if it 
were not for these dedicated people, 
many of the students that have issues 
in math, such as myself, would prob- 
ably give up, and feel alone in this 
constant battle of numbers and sym- 
bols. Out of all the schools I have 
been to, the professors in the NECC 
math department are the most 
involved and desire their students to 
not only solve problems but under- 
stand them as well. 

They take the time to go through 
an entire class on one concept if a 
good handful of students do not 
understand what is going on. These 
professors are available when you 
need them. When the professors are 
not available, the Math Lab is. These 
tutors, some of whom are professors 
in their own right, welcome anyone 
with open arms and let you know that 
you are not alone in this crazy, con- 
fusing world of formulas, proofs and 
vectors. 

The claim that the math depart- 
ment is in need of an “overhaul” is 
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outrageous. If students took time to 
come and take advantage of the serv- 
ices here at NECC they would find 
that it is not the departments fault if 
there are failing grades, it is the fault 
of the student not getting help when 
they know that they are not doing 
well. Help comes to those who ask. 


- SARAH MELANSON 


The math department 
is committed to 
student success 


I am having a difficult time relat- 
ing to the opinions of Victoria 
Czaia’s article regarding the “dilem- 
na of the NECC Math Department.” 
My personal experience with the 
math department has been one filled 
with consideration, encouragement 
and a true sense of educational com- 
mitment from the professorss, sec- 
tional instructors and all those who 
provide tutoring in the math center. 
Without their genuine concern for my 
educational success I would not be 
thriving as a proud NECC student. 

Math has always been a fear of 
mine, not unlike many who doubt 
their abilities, and upon entering 
Basic Algerbra Il, my first math 
course here, I was immediately iden- 
tified as a student who needed extra 
guidance and encouragement by my 
professor. She was always available 
to answer questions and to set me up 
in the math center surrounded by the 
most wonderful caring and intelligent 
group of people who happen to be the 
math department in question. 

They always greeted me with 
patience and concern for my educa- 
tional growth. I know I passed this 
course not only on my commitment 
to learning, but because of their com- 
mitment to me achieving my goal of 
passing the course with a comfort- 
able level of knowledge and a desire 
to continue taking math courses with- 
out breaking into tears upon hearing 
the word “math.” 

Their commitment to higher learn- 
ing made me blossom as a confident 
student, so much so that I am delight- 
ed to be ending my NECC college 
experience with one last math course, 
college algebra, and again I am sur- 
rounded with commitment, encour- 
agement and consideration from my 
math professor, her SI, and the math 
center, who I remind Ms. Czaia are 
the math department. 

I am so sorry that she didn’t get 
the chance to experience this depart- 
ment like I have. If she had taken the 
time to come to the math center and 
discussed with the very obliging staff 
her doubts in her math skills, I assure 
her they would have found a solution 
to her educational benefit,even if it 
was as simple as changing her class, 
because some people might need to 
find a different teaching method to 
make a subject understandable. I 
encourage everyone currently taking 
a math class to come to the math cen- 
ter and get to know the caring com- 
munity of math professionals. 

I had a truly wonderful experience 
the past few years as a NECC student 
and I owe a huge thanks to the NECC 
math department for the sense of 
accomplishment I am taking with me. 


- BARBARA J. KELLY 


A letter from the vice president 


To the editor, 

I am writing in response to the 
two articles that ran in the last issue 
of the Observer regarding the col- 
lege's math department. 

While I am pleased that Victoria 
Czaia and her classmates have had 
such a positive experience with 
Professor Justin Chase, I am con- 
cerned that, in their enthusiasm for 
him, an inaccurate and unfair por- 
trayal of the math department has 
been provided. 

In recent years, both our math 
faculty and our developmental math 
faculty have been among the most 
effective advocates and contributors 
to student success initiatives. 


Through their efforts, we have 
expanded support services available 
to math students, creating math labs 
on the Haverhill and Lawrence 
Campuses. 

We have also introduced supple- 
mental instruction-successful math 
students who are given a stipend to 
attend class and then teach a volun- 
tary review session each week for 
students- in selected math courses. 

I am pleased to report that data 
shows that these initiatives-just a 
sample of what we are doing- are 
clearly working. 

In two years, from 2007 to 2009, 
the number of students successfully 
completing Basic Algebra 2 and 


College Algebra with a C or higher 
increased by 16 percent and we fully 
anticipate this improvement will con- 
tinue. 

The success of our math depart- 
ment is also reinforced by stories 
from graduates such as Scott Hume, 
who visited the college a few weeks 
ago. 

Now a junior in the Isenberg 
School of Management at UMass 
Amherst, Scott calls the math lab 
“the college's greatest asset” and 
praises two of his math professors in 
particular, Linda Murphy and Nancy 
Nickerson for helping him conquer 
his challenges with math. 

We must, of course, continue to 


pay careful attention to improving 
the quality of instruction and student 
support and that involves listening to 
our students. Ideally, students and 
instructors can discuss concerns that 
they have with each other in an open, 
collegial, and constructive way. 

When those concerns need to be 
more formal, a number of options are 
available, including discussions with 
academic deans and the Student 
Grievance Procedure, which has been 
adopted by all of the community col- 
leges in the state as a means of pro- 
viding fair treatment to all parties- 
students and faculty/staff alike-dur- 
ing disputes about grades, behavior, 
and other matters. 


In closing, I encourage students 
who are struggling with math to take 
advantage of the many qualified fac- 
ulty at the college, and the resources 
that are available, including the math 
labs located on the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses. 

Success in math can be attributed 
to dedicated and innovative teaching, 
readily available support services, 
and students who are motivated to 
succeed, and at Northern Essex, we 
have all three. 


- LANE GLENN 
Vice President of Academic 
Affairs 
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] stigma Is 


“changing” 


Continued from Page I 


| 430 students who attended 
INECC in the fall 2006 semester 
were found to be attending 


Massachusetts public four-year 
colleges and universities in the fall 
of 2008.” 

They also found, out of 160 
students that withdrew (for various 
easons) from NECC last fall, 52 
' said that they 
‘extremely satisfied” with their 
overall experience at the school. 

Another 34 percent of that 
sroup said they were “satisfied.” 
Ynly 5 percent said they were, 
unsatisfied.” 

On the national level, there are 
12.4 million students enrolled in 
community colleges (2011); a 15 
percent 2008, 
according to American Association 
of Community Colleges. 


ercent were 


increase from 


students also comes more funding 
from the United States govern- 
iment. 

Within the recent Health Care 
nd Education Reconciliation Act 
nd the Recovery Act of 2009 
lone, $6 billion is being put 
oward the growth of community 
olleges. 

Incoming NECC 
ane Glenn said, “That impression 


president 


With the growing number of 


is still there among some people, 
but it's also changing 

“A lot of people, including the 
President of the United States, rec- 
ognized the value that community 
colleges provide. Community col- 
leges provide most of the training 
to the first responders in this coun- 
try, from firemen to EMTs, to 
police officers.” 

In October of 2010, President 
Obama recognized the importance 
of community colleges and their 
role in the future workforce at the 
White 


Community College. At the sum- 


first House Summit on 
mit, students, teachers, researchers, 
and innovators came together to 
discuss what they at one point 
called, “Hidden gems of our socie- 
ty.” 


said, 


“(Community colleges] are the 


President Obama 
unsung heroes of America's educa- 
tion system.” 

Before high school graduation, 
students are usually in a constant 
state of research, exploring differ- 
ent career paths and every college 
in the surrounding area and across 
the country. It's a process that most 
students undergo their junior and 
senior years. 

Nancy Cohen, guidance coun- 
selor at Pentucket Regional High 


School in West Newbury, said, “As 
a school, we present the communi- 
ty college in a positive light.” 
Pentucket, many 
feeder high NECC, 


doesn't stress one college over 


one of the 


schools to 


another. 

Rather the choice of what col- 
lege to get more information on Is 
entirely up to the student 

No specific type of college 1s 
favored over another, so the origins 
of the stigma can't be attached to 
the representation of community 
colleges from the high schools 

Cohen said, “One of the first 
questions that I ask is, ‘What have 
you discussed as a family?’ I go 
from there.” 

In an email in regards to the 
reasons why people attend commu- 
nity colleges, Cohen listed, “They 
want to improve their grades, so 
they have more options for four 
year colleges.” Also included were 
career paths that don't require four 
years, financial reasons, and career 
uncertainty. 

Students here at NECC as well 
as President Obama are recogniz- 
ing the worth of the education pro- 
vided at community colleges 

Like Lane Glenn said of the 
stigma,“It's changing.” 


NHP understands what you need from a health plan. 


Shuttle news 


Administration 
seeks student 


opinion on shuttle 


By ELISABETH GREEN 
Staff Writer 


Responding to the demand for 
shuttle changes, Student Senate is 
partnering with the efforts of the 
Student Center at 
Spring Jam to gather a student con- 
sensus on a potential dollar per cred- 


Engagement 


it increase the shuttle issue to present 
to administration. 

A survey will be held at the 
annual Spring Jam event for students 
to share their opinions on the issue, 
specifically asking students if they 
would favor a dollar per credit tuition 
raise in order to fund improvements 
to the shuttle service. 

This survey comes in response 
to meetings initiated by the Student 
Affairs committee gathering Dick 
Goulet, director of facilities and 
grounds at the college, President 
David Hartleb and student represen- 
tative Steve Brown, the student 
activist who spearheaded student 
efforts surrounding the issue last 
semester, to discuss the impending 
shuttle issue. 

After these meetings, it was 
agreed that Student Senate would aid 
in the effort to gather a student con- 
sensus on the issue in order to ensure 
that the pursuit of any potential 
changes to the shuttle schedule would 
reflect the opinions of the entire stu- 
dent demographic. 


—— 
| 


“In order to make a recommen 
dation, they [student senate] need tq 
see what the student population 
says,” Brown said. | 

“Tam really hoping that students 
will take this opportunity to voic 
their opinions regarding the shuttle. 
think this is a great chance for th 
student body to express to adminis 
tration that this shuttle is somethin 
really important to us.” } 

The first Student Affairs meet4 
ing was held on Feb. 18 with an invi4 
tation to Brown, as well as Goulet) 
and President David Hartleb. 

President Hartleb was unable ta 
attend the first meeting, howev en 
Goulet did attend. A second meeting 
was held on March 30, again gather4 
ing the Student Affairs rae 
and Steve Brown to discuss the shut 
tle issue, to which Hartleb did attend! 

These efforts come in respons 
to student efforts surrounding “ 
shuttle issue last fall in response tc 
cuts made to the schedule in th 
Spring of 2010. Students protested on 
the basis that it did not meet th 
needs of students, and petitioning col 
a less environmentally degrading 
means of transportation ncbeed 


campuses. 
According to an online enroll+ 
ment update from the college for 
Spring 2011, there are 4,043 full tim 
students enrolled as of February a 
this semester. A dollar per crediq 
increase could potentially generat 
upwards of $48,000 dollars toward: 
the shuttle service. Originally, | th 
shuttle cuts were projected to sav 
around $35,000, according to the 
Dec. 9 2009 issue of the Observer. 
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Kan. woman getting 
college diploma 72 
years late 


LAWRENCE, Kansas 
(AP) _ Margaret Shirk com- 
pleted her classes at the 
University of Kansas and 
even took part in its gradua- 
tion ceremony, but she didn't 
pick up her diploma. 

Now she has it and is list- 
ed as an official graduate _ 
with the class of 1939. 

The 93-year-old 
Lawrence resident 
remember why she didn't 
obtain her diploma 72 years 
ago, and the university can't 
say exactly what she failed to 
do. 

But the Lawrence 
Journal-World reports that 
her son-in-law, former state 
Rep. Jim Yonally, recently 
overheard her musing about 
getting her bachelor's degree 
in economics. Furfher check- 
ing showed that Shirk had 
met all the requirements, 
other than actually going to 
get the diploma. 

Of course, she's long 
acted like a loyal alumna, 
volunteering for decades at 
the athletic department, 
endowment association and 
alumni association. 


US Consulate in 
Mexico warns about 
highway travel 


MEXICO, (AP) — The 
United States Consulate 
General in Matamoros, in 
the northern Mexican state 
of Tamaulipas, warns its 
citizens about the potential 
dangers of inter-city bus 
travel in that region. 

The Consulate says 
there are potential hazards 
of highway travel in private 
vehicles, and it says that 
between late march to early 


April, it received three 
reports from American citi- 
zens or their families 


regarding inter-city buses 
being boarded by crimi- 
nals. 

The warning issued on 
Friday was the third one by 
the Consulate regarding 
highway travel to 
Tamaulipas in the last five 
months, and it follows a 
tough week in which inves- 
tigators uncovered 72 bod- 
ies in mass graves around 
the city of San Fernando, 
where the same number of 
migrants were massacred 
last August. 


can't | 


Bestselling author 
talks enviromental 


awareness 


By ELISABETH GREEN 
Staff Writer 


Goat husbandry, organic farming, 
raising chickens, making organic ice 
cream, converting a diesel powered 
truck to run on vegetable oil and 
building a home that operates solely 
on solar powered energy. 

These are just a few of the skills 
on the resume of sustainable living 
expert Doug Fine, who spoke to stu- 
dents as a part of the efforts surround- 
ing Environmental Awareness at 
NECC. The event was held on 
Thursday, April 7 in Lecture Hall A 
where students filled the two-story 
area to hear the former journalist, 
turned pioneer, author and comedic 
speaker, as he shared his first hand 
experiences in a journey towards 
green, sustainable, local living. 

The event was set up by NECC 
faculty. Anthropology professor Kristi 
Afford said, “I contacted him a few 
months ago because I saw that he was 
doing different speaking engagements 
about his book and I wanted to get a 


speaker at NECC in the month of 


April because it’s environmental 
awareness month.” Afford saw he had 
a speaking engagement in 
Connecticut and contacted him with a 
an invitation to speak at NECC that 
was hard to turn down. “I said, ‘By 
the way, we have no money... but 
tons of gratitude.’” 

This offer was sufficient and the 
writer who has appeared the Tonight 
Show with Jay Leno and was recog- 
nized on the Boston Globe Bestseller 


News 


Green speaker visits 


List in 2009, agreed to speak at 
NECC. 

In his novel, “Farewell My 
Subaru: An Epic Adventure in Local 
Living,” Fine tells of his move to the 
deserts of New Mexico in what he 
called a “Hypocrisy Reduction 
Project” to live ecologically friendly 
and sustainable lifestyle. 


As the title indicates, one of the 
first steps in this process, was transi- 


tioning from his beloved Subaru car, 
to a vegetable oil powered diesel 


truck, thus coining the name of his 


book. 


Fine’s website describes his initia- 
tives not as attempts to “Preach to the 
converted.” Fine says, “I’d rather see 


200 million people take first steps 
back from heedless growth and con- 
sumption than a few thousand take 
radical steps.” 

Fine says these first steps are tran- 
sitions any person can make. “You 
can map what I’m doing on any 
demographic.” 

His steps to follow include: reduc- 
ing the carbon-miles that go into our 
food by buying locally, transitioning 
from gasoline to a less degrading 
source of fuel, growing organic pro- 
duce and raising chickens and goats 
for organic and inexpensive sources 
of dairy and protein. 

“We need to get off oil yesterday,” 
he says, especially with plant sources 
such as flax, hemp, and vegetable oils 
being potential viable options for 
alternative fuel sources. 

Not only are we in need of less 
detrimental fuel sources, Fine points 
out that we are behind in comparison 
with the global efforts made to trans- 
fer to solar or wind powered energy. 
“You cannot build a house in Spain 
without solar power,” he said. 

“It’s easy, it’s cheap, it works.” 


Furthermore, “You are paying back 
your solar panels in three to five 
years.... you don’t have to sacrifice 
to live the solar good life.” 

For college students, Fine says 
the transition is even easier and a col- 
lege dorm room, or apartment bed- 
room can transfer to solar energy for 
as little as $150. All that is required is 
a small solar panel, a used car battery 
and a converter, sold at RadioShack 
he said, to convert the form of sun- 
light to an alternating current to fuel 
our homes with solar energy. 

Tips like this were helpful for 
students who attended. Student Dave 
Boenitz who is a student at NECC 
interested in transferring to another 
school for environmental issues in 
biology or green technology develop- 
ment. 

“I was surprised at the turn out 
and glad to see this many people 
attending,’ he said. “I was just trying 
to absorb his main points on sustain- 
ability and localization.” 

Boenitz says it is relevant to his 
future major, saying if he pursues a 
degree in green technology he wants 
to be able to inform others as well. 

Students interested in more infor- 
mation on environmental awareness 
can come to the Haverhill campus o: 
April 17 for the second annual 
Haverhill Goes Green, an event that 
will bring green technology, cars, 
free food vendors and more. 

All in ‘all, Fine’s message was 
simple: if he can do it then anyone 
can. And those following his exam- 
ple, can learn from Fine’s humorous 
but valuable mistakes online on his 
website, on Facebook or through the 
bestselling book “Farewell My 
Subaru.” Grab your copy today. 

Access Fine’s website at: 

http://www.dougfine.com 


Campus 
News 


The Student senate will 
be selling candy bars over 
the next two weeks and 
selling pizza at Spring 
Jam to raise funds for the 
scholarship fund. 

(Spring Jam dates: 
Lawrence 4/13 11-lpm & 
Haverhill 4/20 11-lpm). 
The student senate is 
currently taking nomina- 
tions for next fall. Here 
are some important dates. 


April 6th - Nomination 
Petitions for Senate and 
Student Trustee were 
made available to all stu- 
dents. 


April 15th - 2pm all peti- 


tions due to D125 or 
is3; 
April 20th Senate & 


Trustee Elections — 11- 
Ipm Spring Jam 
Haverhill Quad & 5:15- 
6:15 C-Lobby 


April 21st - Senate & 
Trustee Elections — 11- 
lpm. *& ~ 5S: USs6sl> pm 
Lawrence Franklin Street 
Atrium 


Recycling event draws crowd 


NECC event recycles 
electronics for “Green 
Month” . 


By Mary ELLEN 


D’ ANGELO-LOMBARI 
Correspondent 


A caravan of cars, trucks, and 
vans rumble into the Technology 
Center parking lot under a gray and 
ominous sky. They have one thing in 
common. They are filled with PCs, 
monitors, cables, cell phones, copiers 
and an array of outdated electronic 
equipment. 

George Manzi, the owner of ACT 
Secured Recycling for 18 years, 
meets them at their trunk along with 
his guys. With a quick glance he can 
assess just how much each person 
saves in disposal fees by recycling 
their items. 

Cassandra, a first-year medical 
billing student at NECC pulls up in 
her truck. Riding with her in the cab 
is her five year old daughter Julia. In 
the bed of the truck she has an assort- 
ment of outdated monitors and PCs, 
cables, and wires. 


“When I got the email yesterday I 
called everyone, my Grandma, my 
Dad’s girlfriend. I told them to bring 
their old computers over and put 
them in the back of my truck. It costs 
money to get rid of this stuff. They’re 
taking it for free,” Cassandra said. 

“She just saved herself about 
$100,” Manzi said. “Monitors alone 
cost an average of $20 to dispose of, 
PC’s are about $10.” NECC saves 
about $10,000 to $12,000 every year 
disposing of equipment that has been 
updated. 

Julia says she knows about recy- 
cling because she saw how it is done 
in “Toy Story 3.” 

“I do this event year during 
“Green Month” for Northern Essex. 
As a community service they open it 
up to the surrounding communities. 
Anyone can come and save money by 
recycling their old electronics. Some ~ 
of this stuff is ten years old,” said 
Manzi. He first started doing this 
event when his son went to college at 
NECC. 

Linda Shea, NECC Library 
Director and coordinator of the event, 
pulls up with a few donations of her 
own. George takes a DVD player, 
printer, cables and wires from her 
trunk and puts them in the box truck. 
“I’ve had a lot of phones’ calls about 


Mary Ellen D’Angelo-Lombari Photo 


Ricardo Velez, employee of ACT Secured Recycling 
for nine years, glances over the remaining space in 
the box truck as more vehicles pull into the parking 
lot with electronic equipment. 


this event,” she tells Manzi. “I hope 
the weather holds out.” 

Three years ago NECC got a 
grant to develop some programs for 
“Green Month.” The recycling event 
is immensely popular. It brings peo- 
ple to the campus, and it saves the 


college thousands of dollars in elec- 
tronic disposal fees. 

“The recycling will continue to 
be an annual event,” says Shea. “You 
don’t even need to get out of your car. . 
They come over and carry the stuff 
out for you.” 
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T-Greene equals awesomeness 


Meet the coolest 
English professor 
at this college 


By KARL HUTCHINS 
Correspondent 


Professor Tom Greene is widely 
regarded as awesome. Perhaps it's 
his “Teaching without talking” tech- 
nique, or his ability to cite obscure 
social experiments on cue, it may 
even be the mustache. Whatever it is, 
it's working. Greene is a teacher of 
great caliber, and a fabulous addition 
to NECC's faculty. 

Receiving a bachelor's - of 
English at Trinity University in San 
Antonio, Texas, Greene moved on to 
the University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst. 

There he taught and continued 
his own education until 2002, earn- 
ing a Master's in Creative Writing: 
Fiction, and a Ph.D. in English 
Literature. 

Before coming to NECC he 
taught many classes including Short 
Fiction, Gothic & Horror Fiction, 
Creative Nonfiction, First Year 
Composition, as well as being a 
teaching associate in many other 
classes. 

He also pioneered 


the first 


entirely online classes via black- 
board at Kingsborough Community 
College. 

This reporter had Greene for 
English Composition 102 and there 
was no subject that Greene could not 
elaborate on and help the class to 
understand. Hardly a class went by 
when Greene wouldn't say: “It's 
funny you should mention that, there 
was an experiment in (insert interest- 
ing facts here).” 

The class spent a few minutes 
listening until Greene let them dis- 
cuss the matter for themselves. “My 
102 format is based on a great book 
by Donald Finkel called “Teaching 
With Your Mouth Shut,” says Greene 

Students seem to like it. I think 
reading fewer things, but spending 
more time with each piece, allows 
more time to go deeper into each 
piece and forces people to actually 
work at coming up with something 
new. 

“It allows for the kinds of digres- 
sions in class discussions where the 
really personally relevant stuff for 
students emerges. And it's fun for 
me to teach that way.” 

For Greene, teaching is not only 
a job, but a habit, even an addiction. 

When asked why he teaches, he 
had this to say: “I like explaining 
things. So I get paid to do something 
I really like. It's my dream job. 


Toward the end of the summer, after 
a couple of months of not teaching, | 
go through withdrawal and annoy 
my wife by trying to explain things 
to her all the time.” 

Although Greene has a great fas- 
cination with teaching, it is not his 
sole interest. 

He has been featured in the 
Observer before for his work and 
interest in vampire myth. 

“In literature I work a lot with 
mythology and folklore,” he says 
“and vampires are enormously full 
of complicated and wonky cultural 
significance. 

“Plus everybody knows a lot 
about them... [They're] way better 
than really obscure myths like 
Cthulu or the Eskimo trickster-god 
Wakjunkaga or whatever. So I see 
vampire mythology mainly as a 
teaching and learning tool.” 

Thankfully, when asked his pref- 
erence between the Twilight series 
and Bram Stoker's Dracula, he went 
Stoker. 

This reporter heaved a great sigh 
of relief. On both books, though, he 
had this to say: “both books hit a 
nerve (tapped a vein?) of things that 
their readers felt were important at 
the time and how that meaning 
changed over time tells us about 
their culture and our culture, and 
ultimately about ourselves.” 


Student’s artwork 


Continued from Page 1 


This has caused us a little bit of 
time re-taping.” 

Abbott added, “Another chal- 
lenging thing is trying to match the 
color of the tissue paper to give it.a 
darker, richer look as in the original 
painting. Using a keen eye and the 
natural light to really match the color 
I think has been the most challeng- 
ing.” 

Abbott pointed out that some 
shades only needed one sheet of tis- 
sue paper while others needed more 
than four or five. 

When Nicolas Petralia was ques- 
tioned about what he thought about 
the artwork he said, “The work is 
visually appealing!” 

Petralia really liked the art and as 
a film student and aspiring actor he 
can appreciate fine arts as a creative 
outlet as well. 

Art enriches our lives, creates 
dynamic cultural experiences and 
helps enhance our understanding of 
the human experience. This is what 
these NECC graphic design students 
are doing with the help of their pro- 
fessor Barboza-Gubo, whose work is 
being exhibited in the ArtSpace 
Gallery, located in the Bentley 
Library on the college's Haverhill 
campus, now through April 15. 

“This is a corel design class and 
this is the first time these students are 
basically understanding the most 
simple way to work with color 
through paper that is translucent,” 
Barboza-Gubo said. 

“So putting translucent paper 
over translucent paper they start to 
understand how to use color to create 
new colors number one, and second, 


they were focused on creating 
abstract compositions. They were not 
allowed to do anything figurative. 

“They could be close to figura- 
tive but the goal was to be as abstract 
as they could. Initially, they started 
with simple pieces of paper with the 
designs and the lines, and then the 
goal was to simplify those lines and 
then add color. Finally, they had to 
create the larger piece from the 
design that was 8x8. In the process 
of doing so they learned how to pass 
a small piece into a big scale with 
measurements.” 

Professor Barboza-Gubo 
spoke of the challenges his students 
faced in transitioning the art to a larg- 
er, real space. “Something that they 
leamed when they were transitioning 
the pieces to the windows was work- 
ing with measurements. There were 
panels on the windows that they had 
to figure out how to work with and 
decide where to position the piece. 
They had to ask themselves do we do 


it in the middle, on one side or the - 


other, lower or higher, how do you 


also * 


Roxanne Rodriquez Photo 
approach a real space? They also 
learned how to collaborate on a team; 
we decided to have a competition. All 
the students created a design and they 
decided to vote to see what five 
designs would be going up on the 
windows. The artists whose paintings 
were chosen would then have to 
choose their teammates.” 

Professor Barboza-Gubo also 
explained how he made sure his stu- 
dents were aware of the importance 
of choosing the right teammates. “Be 
smart with your decisions and don't 
just ‘choose someone because they 
are your friend because your friend 
might be lazy, or they might not 
come to class all the time. Be smart 
with your decision because your 
grade depends on the collaboration 
and you have to know that you are 
going to be working with someone 
that works really hard, number one, 
and somebody that is a good team- 
mate.” 

The artwork will be displayed 
for about one more week before it is 
taken down. 


Along with Greene's interests in 
teaching and myth, comes his back- 
ground as a writer. He has worked as 
a Technical/Professional writer and 
curriculum writer for many compa- 
nies; things like instruction manuals 
for software, SAT-prep math lessons, 
and sidebars in the St. Martin's 
Guide to wnting. 

“Publishing fiction has always 
been the huge challenge for me,” 
says Greene. “For about 25 years I 
worked at fiction without getting any 
kind of significant publication. It's 
only the last few years that I've fig- 
ured out what it takes and developed 
my craft to the point that I'm finally 


getting a few stories in little on-line ~ 


magazines that pay a few dollars. So 
that's a start. I hope it's the start of a 
trend.” 

Greene has also taken the posi- 
tion of Faculty Advisor for the 
recently developed school club: HSF 
(Humanists, Skeptics, and Free- 
thinkers), recently renamed ASH 
(Atheists, Skeptics, and Humanists). 
He took the position to support the 
students who asked him. “Secularists 
are still one of the most misunder- 
stood and reviled groups in our soci- 
ety,” Greene says “So for me it's 
mostly about education, about 
increasing people's understanding of 
atheism and secularism. With under- 
standing comes tolerance.” 


Dracus 


Expert on vampires and 
the supernatural, who can 
ask for more out of their 
professor? 


Greene's classes are highly rec- 
ommended, they are both intellectu- 
ally stimulating and fun. Greene says 
that he plans to teach English 103, 
and technical writing in the future, as 
well as Gothic & Horror Fiction. 

Be sure to look for the T. Greene 
attached to your class names when 
you're signing up next semester, you 
will be happy you did. 


Journalist speaks 
on immigration. 


at NECC 


By STEPHEN NDUNGU 
Campus Life Editor 


Immigration has been a contro- 
versial subject in America and has 
raised a lot of eyebrows in the recent 
days., NECC, a school that has a lot 
of immigrants attending school here, 
hosted a Pulitzer award winning jour- 
nalist to express her views on the 
issue and also her book on the issue 
titled, “Enrique's Journey.” 

“Immigration is still debated in 
Massachusetts even though this is an 
immigrant friendly state,” said Sonia 
Nazario, a journalist with the Los 
Angeles Times. “Scott Brown’s 
opinions on immigration differ very 
much with Kennedy's opinions.” 

‘In her presentation at NECC, 
Nazario went into details of immigra- 
tion and the consequences that befall 
the immigrants especially those that 
are in the country illegally. Using her 
Pulitzer award winning reporting, the 
journalist brought the audience into 
details of the immigration routes. 

With facts and figures the jour- 
nalist who has written about social 
issues for the last 20 years, explained 
the importance of tackling the immi- 
gration issue and asked people to 
humanize immigration. 

According to Nazario, the immi- 
gration issue was expected to take a 
better turn with the Obama adminis- 
tration but under the administration 
there have been more deportation 
cases than before. “We have an 
increase of up to 4,000 people a year 
being deported under the Obama 
administration,” Nazaro said. 


Speaking about her book, 
Nazario went into details of her jour- 
ney or rather what she calls 
“Enrique's Journey” whereby she 
took the same journey as her protago- 
nist, Enrique. 

Nazario narrates the journey-- 
Enrique a young Honduran boy pass- 
es through in search of his mother 
who he hasn't seen in 11 years. 

When Nazario took this journey 
she explains that she found out the 
majority of the people making these 
trips are women and children and she 
also said that immigraion has led to 
many divorces in Latin America. 

Also in her presentation, Nazario 
also presented a possible solution to 
the immigration issue in this country. 
“We need to figure out why these 
people leave their country,” said 
Nazario, “It’s important to know 
what is pushing people out of their 
country,” she said. 

Most of those that attended the 
session enjoyed it, and Nazario also 
allowed her audience to ask ques- 
tions— most of which were answered 
satisfactorily. “I think this was very 
resourceful for the students that we 
brought here,” said Susan Kiernan a 
faculty member from Pentucket 
Regional High School. 

After the presentations, students 
and faculty members had a chance to 
chat and pose for pictures with 
Nazario and also got to ask more 
questions. Nazario then had a session 
for book signing and finding out what 
interests most students in the campus 
and also got to know their majors. 


NECC Observer Aprili3,2011 Page9g 


Arts & Entertainment 


Your Highness 1s not quest worthy 


Sorry, but your 
blockbuster is in 
another theater 


By MATTHEW RAND 
A&E Editor 
To 
anticipate 
an upcom- 


ing filmic 
release in 
the Rand 
household 
is to obsess 


of 


First comes 


multitude of days. 
news about the release: casting, 


director and/or screenwriter 
choices, what have you. 
At this point, you're 


intrigued. And then, of course, 
you've got the trailer: the cream 
of the anticipatory crop, the meat 
and potatoes of movie advertis- 
ing. Now you're into it -- you've 
already watched the said trailer 
17 times in a row -- “bring the 


Talent 
show 


By SHANE FOLEY 
Correspondent 


I’m sure that if you’ve ever been 
in the C building before, you know 
as well as I do that you can’t throw a 
dead cat in any direction without hit- 
ting a guitarist, or drummer, poet, 
comedian, etcetera. If you take a sec- 
ond to stop and listen to them, you 
might find that they’re actually very 
talented, but who takes the time 
when people need to get to class. 

A lot of these artists are good, but 
can never get exposure, and as for 
the rest of us we never stop looking 
for entertainment. Therefore, NECC 
is sponsoring a talent show so that 
we can give a stage and a mic to the 
audienceless talents of our school. 

I spoke with many people in the 
SDS, Amnesty and COG clubs who 
are joint sponsoring the talent show. 
You’d figure that covering a NECC 
event would be a bore, like most 
NECC classes, but talking with these 
people I found very intriguing 
because the line-up they have so far 
sounds awesome. 

The sign up sheets haven’t even 
gone up. However I already know 
that they’re going to have everything 
from pianists to full-fledged bands 
and even comedians. 

If the talent isn’t enough to catch 
your interest, the cause will. All of 
the proceeds go to help stop violence 
against women. So if you like 
women and you don’t like violence, 
you should donate. There’s also 
going to be a bake sale at the same 
time, so you can be rewarded with 
sugar for your generosity. 

The date for the talent show is 
scheduled for Monday, April 25, or 
for those of you who can’t remember 
dates, the day after Easter. I implore 
you to come, eat, laugh, enjoy, or just 
give them some money. 

I understand you’re busy. But 
please come -- you will be surprised 
at how talented’ your classmates are. 
If not, you can get off the couch and 
sign up yourself. 


over a mul-- 


release on!” you exult. Most 
recently, the much aforemen- 
tioned household of Rand was 
heavily anticipating the release 
of "Your Highness," director 
David Gordon Green's follow-up 
to 2009's uproarious "Pineapple 
Express." 

You know what's the absolute 
worst? When a movie you're 
dying to see sucks. "Your 
Highness" had it all, or so it 
seemed from the other side of the 
fence: the adorable James Franco 
doing adorable things, lady crush 
extraordinaire Natalie Portman 
simultaneously kicking tail and 
keeping her hair in perfect 
brunette tendrils, and, you know, 
funny modern stuff happening in 
funny medieval times. 

But yeah. Total suckage. The 


jokes fell flat, there was only one ~ 


shirtless scene with James, and 
the whole "We're purposefully 
using bad British accents to be 
funny!" spiel lost its luster very 
quickly. 

Of course, I'm only being this 
harsh due to the fact that -- say it 
with me -- I was really looking 
forward to seeing it. There are 


Movie 


Latest incarnation of 


classic work is a 
knockout. 


By SHANNON KEATING 
Correspondent 


“Jane Eyre,” the second feature 
film by heralded newcomer Cary Joji 
Fukunaga, is one of fierce passion 
and spirit. There have been dozens of 
film and television adaptations based 
on Charlotte Bronté’s 1847 literary 
masterwork, so what would be the 
point of making another? Well, I am 
happy to report that this version 
stands out among the rest; it seam- 
lessly unites a story of romance with 
the elements of suspense. As Karen 
Durbin of Elle Magazine so rightly 
puts it, Jane Eyre is “Not your grand- 
ma’s cozy gothic.” I must say, of all 
the female characters in nineteenth’ 
century British literature, Jane Eyre 
is by far my favorite. 

Jane, played by 21 year-old 
Australian actress Mia Wasikowska, 
is an orphan. As a child, she lives a 
deplorable existence with her spite- 
ful aunt and abusive cousin. 
Although she tries to avoid her tor- 
mentors, trouble always seems to 
find her. When Jane is 19, she is 
given a job as a governess, and thus 


plenty of movies that are ten 
times more rancid than this mod- 
erately rancid one, though I'd 
imagine I already thought those 
more rancid movies were going 
to be rancid, making their rancid- 
ness less rancid than under cir- 
cumstances like with "Your 
Highness." 

Thankfully, my viewing part- 
ner and frequent correspondent to 
the Observer, Allison Burridge 
felt very much the same way as 
yours truly. “Setting crude, often 
sexist and homophobic jokes in 
medieval times doesn’t. make 
them funnier.” Such truth, Allie. 
Such truth. 

Even Rotten Tomatoes found 
your highness hard to swallow 
giving it a 25 percent fresh rating 
and adding, “Big budgets and 
costumes in service of scatalogi- 
cal jokes may seem funny on 
paper, but in execution this is a 
highly monotonous romp that 
registers only occasional laughs.” 

Well, anyway, I'm off to go 
brush my teeth, get the bad taste 
out of my mouth. The moral of 
the story? Skip this movie like 
the plague. 


leaves the 
school to go 
live at her 
new home: 
Thornfield 
Hall. It is 
here she 
meets the 
housekeep- 
ae Mrs. 
Fairfax, a 
kind and 
simple- 
minded old 
woman 
skillfully 
played by 
veteran 
actress 
Dame Judi 
D eanporhis 
Moose 
importantly, 
she encoun- 
ters the 
dashing, 
mysterious 
M r 5 
Rochester 
portrayed 
by ~— Irish- 
German 
actor Michael Fassbender; their 
souls lock together instantaneously. 
From there begins a tempestuous 
love affair with the man, twisting 
and turning like the labyrinthian cor- 


NECC 


Talent SHOWI! 
Calling All: 


dancers, poets and dreamers, singers, 


beatboxers and screamers... 


2 benefit £0 
fight violence 


against 


@gmail.com 


Hosted by NECC clubs: COG, SDS & Amnesty! 


Got Talent? 
women Sign up!! 


April 25th 11-1 


Spurk Lecture Hall A 


ae :e: 


eS pa oe 
MCT Campus Photo 


Stars (from left to right) Natalie Portman, Danny 
McBride, James Franco, and Zooey Deschanel in a 
still from “Your Highness,” looking as confused as | 
was that they appeared in the horrendous film. 


“Jane” doesn’t err 


ridors of Thornfield. 

Fassbender, known for his recent 
work in the award-winning films 
“Hunger” and “Inglourious 
Basterds,” is a powerhouse of acting 
prowess. His piercing gaze 
speaks volumes for his some- 
times emotionally closed-off 
character of Rochester. I 
strongly hope we see a lot more 
of the him in the near future. 

But the real novice of this 
ensemble is Mia Wasikowska. 
The young actress did quite 
well for herself last year, 
appearing in the two Oscar- 
winning and nominated films, 
“Alice in Wonderland” and 
“The Kids Are All Right.” She 
is pitch-perfect here in portray- 
ing Jane’s sincerity, cleverness, 
sense of right, and most impor- 
tantly, her vulnerability. 
Wasikowska brought me to 
tears several times during con- 
frontational scenes. (I’m tear- 


Michael Fassbender and Mia Wasikowska, sexy as ever, in “Jane Eyre”. 


Courtesy Photo 
ing up right now just thinking about 
it.) Bravo! 

Director Fukunaga’s experience 
as a cinematographer shines through 
in “Jane Eyre.” His understated 
hand-held camera shots are very 
effective -- they create tension dur- 
ing moments of suspense and a 
poignant beauty during moments of 
solitude. Fukunaga artfully incorpo- 
rates a fire motif, also seen in the 
book. This promising young film- 
maker dove into Bronté’s work with 
a keen eye and a swift hand -- he, 
certainly, is one to keep an eye on. 

The only fault that I can find 
with the film is that I wish there had 
been more of it. The book fleshes out 
the relationship between Jane and 
Mr. Rochester with more conflicts 
and conversation; I would have liked 
to see more of that in the film to fur- 
ther intensify its climax. 

But this is a small flaw amongst 
a field of roses. I give “Jane Eyre” a 
solid ‘A’. 
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Arts & Entertaiment 


Observer on Bedroom Farce 


A collective review of 
Top Notch production 


ELISABETH GREEN 

Delightful chemistry, witty 
humor and an overall terrific per- 
formance put on by the cast and crew 
for “Bedroom Farce.” 

In the weeks leading up to the 
play it took quite the renovation to 
transform the Top Notch Theater into 
the three bedroom set of “Bedroom 
Farce.” Everything from the stage 
design to the costumes took creativi- 
ty and innovation. I especially loved 
the throwback wardrobe from the 
70's. 

The script was predictable at 
times, but the cast played it up well. 
Special recognition to Malcom 
played by Danny Potter. 

He was seriously brilliant. Both 
funny and effortless in his perform- 
ance. 

As was his partner Devin Grace 
Parks as the perfect spouse. Not to 
mention the dynamic elderly couple 
played by Jeff Gould and Brooke 
Lavoie as well as the outrageous 
bickering. couple played by Rob 
Hewey and Brooke Hanson. 

I cannot leave out Erica Gould 
who brought all the attitude to her 
performance with ridiculously funny 
bed-ridden spouse Justin Robicheau, 
whose natural talent had the audience 
cracking up in his convincing per- 
formance. 

Yes, the cast was delightful. Hats 
off to the cast and all efforts that con- 
tributed to “Bedroom Farce.” A note- 
worthy performance for NECC's Top 


Notch Theater program. 


Hope M. Hunt 

The set design was well thought 
out and was more than convincing. I 
give props to those all those who con- 
tributed to its design and construc- 
tion. 

The plot was, at times, pre- 
dictable but the actors played their 
parts relatively well. | was amazed by 
the actors’ dedication to the produc- 
tion, after all you could never con- 
vince me to prance about on stage in 
nothing but a towel. 


RICK INGHAM 

I want to begin by saying that | 
enjoyed the show. The story was cute 
and everyone involved kept things 
moving at a steady pace resulting in 
an enjoyable evening. 

The set designers for shows in 
the Top Notch Theater never disap- 
point. What they accomplish with 
such a limited space is positively 
inspiring. “Bedroom Farce” is no dif- 
ferent. I loved the way each piece of 
the set was so unique and really 
added depth to the characters that 
lived in the bedroom. 

The British accents were odd to 
listen to at first, but over time they 
blended into the rhythm of the show. 

Each of the couples featured in 
the show had plenty of personality 
and enthusiasm. Devin Parks and 
Danny Potter were excellent as the 
young married couple Kate and 
Malcolm. Potter was delightfully 
more and more frenzied as the 
evening progressed and Parks really 


put herself out there for the sake of 
the show. 

Justin Robicheau gave a stirring 
performance as the bed-ridden Nick. 
His mixture of frustration and help- 
lessness provided plenty of laughs as 
did Brook Hanson as the hysterical 
Susanna. Hanson easily stole the 
show delivering an excellent per- 
formance that helped make Bedroom 
Farce a memorable theater experi- 
ence. 


CHANTAL MCGOVERN 

There was something very great 
about listening to the accents of the 
players. It made me feel as though 
we actually were in England or at 
least a place like England, without 
actually being there. 

Not to mention the great set 
design and extremely well done act- 
ing. 

I was honestly pleasantly 
suprised at the amazing acting abli- 
ties of the entire crew. 

Specifically, I must mention 
Erica Gould, Jeff Gould, Devin 
Grace Parks and Danny Potter. There 
were several instances where I was 
falling out of my seat laughing. But, 
all of the actors did an astounding 


job. I could never imagine saying 


lines over and over again and not get- 
ting bored at it. But, they have a pas- 
sion for what they were saying. It 
actually made me believe the story. 
Also, | enjoyed how this showed 
the different stages all couples go 
through. There was the newlywed 
couple, older couple and two other 
couples each with their own set of 
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problems. The message of the play 
was universal and has something 
everyone can relate to. 

However, I also must mention 
how I was grossed out by one specif- 
ic part of the play. It was a scene in 
which a was couple consuming fish 
on crackers in bed. When this 
occurred, I seriously said “Huh?”. 
Who wants their bed to smell fishy? 

I don’t want a smell of fish to 
enter my nostrils when I go into my 
bed. I like the sheets to smell clean 
and feel soft against my skin, which 
has just been coated with lotion. 

However, I suppose that this is 
not the problem of the players but 
with the playwright. 

Overall, I must say “Bravo” to 
the cast and I am glad that they 
“broke their legs” without actually 
breaking their legs. 

In closure, I say support the arts! 
Especially the arts at NECC because 
they are better than all the arts at 
other colleges. We have some of the 
most talented students around. 


STEPHEN NDUNGU 

“T have confidence in myself, I 
have confidence in myself...,” those 
words, just the way Susanna or rather 
Brooke Hanson, brought the play 
right to life and I couldn't resist 


laughing. 
The cast did a good job to 
become the characters themselves 


and with that they managed very well 
to talk in the British accent. The eight 
proved that they really deserved to be 
the winners in the auditions that had 
more than 30 people. 
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The set design spoke loudly 
about the bedroom, one didn't need to 
be informed that Malcolm and Kate | 
had just-moved in and you didn't 
need to be told that Delia and Earnest 
were the older ones. 

The play brought to life issues 
that we could relate with in this new 
era though it was set in the 70s. 
Props also will go to the director, the 
guys behind the lighting and the 
sound, very well coordinated. 


THOMAS SHAMMA 

The accents were wonderful. 
Each of the couples seemed to have 
their own, distinct shades of accent, 
but it didn’t come off like nobody 
could match each other. It came off 
like pairs of people who live togeth- 
er, and who talk differently in the 
same way. 

The cast did an excellent job of 
capturing the witty banter of the writ- 
ing. They were successfuly comic in 
a way that really only happens: in 
British plays. 

I don’t want to spend too much 
time talking about the writing and 
plot, because I’d prefer to focus on 
the great performances of the cast, 
but I think the play was well-chosen. 

Trevor, especially, was fantastic - 
- Rob Hewey played self-absorption 
extraordinarily. He really nailed the 
thythm of being only exactly con- 
cerned enough about others to avoid 
being kicked in the teeth. 

All together I thought the play 
was fantastic 
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Student reaches for dream 


Journalism student 
wants to become a 
TV broadcaster 


By BARDALIS GOMEZ 
Correspondent 


Northern Essex Community 
College is a different place for every- 
one. For some it is a steppingstone to 
a higher education, for some it is way 
to get back on their feet after some 
time away from school and for others 
it is the road to a dream. 

Journalism major Janice 
Bencosme has many dreams and 
goals that NECC is helping her 
achieve. 

Bencosme’s lifelong dream is to 
become a television broadcaster 
within the Spanish-speaking commu- 
nity and later become a journalism 
teacher. She also participated in a 
beauty pageant called “Nuestra 
Belleza Latina” in the Spanish televi- 
sion chain Univision in 2009. 

The show is based on finding a 
well-rounded Latina woman to 
become a model, spokesperson, and 


Features 


TV personality for the channel. 

Here Bencosme met many peo- 
ple in the industry, and was able to 
gain hands on experience in the 
broadcasting field. 

“My experience in the show was 
the best in my life. I learned so much 
about everything including TV, the 
industry, and so many other things. I 
met a lot of people I always wanted 
to meet,” says Bencosme. 

Although she did not win first 
place in the pageant, she gained a lot 
if useful experience. 


Bencosme is now the face of 


Saludeza, a company whose main 
idea is to promote a healthier lifestyle 
for Latinos. 

She is also interning at Univision 
through NECC. 

“My advice to everyone is to go 
for their dreams, make them goals 
and create a path to get to them. Stick 
to it regardless of the obstacles. Just 
listen to your heart and believe in 
yourself and don't let anyone bring 
you down.” 

After —_ graduating NECC, 
Bencosme plans to continue to pur- 
sue higher education in preparation 
of one day obtaining her dream job. 
NECC is so diverse; we never know 
when we have a future star sitting 


Coneay Photo 
Janice Bencosme 
appeared on the Univision 
show “Nuestra . Belleza 
Latina.” 


next to us in the classroom so keep 
your eyes open because NECC is 
going places. 


Finding passion in the 


educational journey 


The developing 
success story of an 
NECC alumnus 


By Matt SPATOLA 


Correspondent 


When Matt Pereira made the 
decision to take classes at Northern 
Essex back in the fall of 2006, it was- 
n’t to impress anyone but himself. 
He set out to achieve a goal that he 
knew would be difficult at the age of 
24. Follow Matt from a freshman at 
Northern Essex, and see how he 
made it all the way to his senior year 
at Quinnipiac University. 

For incoming students, a com- 
munity college can be overwhelm- 
ing. Sometimes you don’t know why 
you’re there. Sometimes it’s difficult 
to understand that just being there is 
better than not. 

With students flushing in and out 
of the school every two years, some- 
times months, and sometimes even 
days, it’s easy to think about how 
easy it’d be to not show up. 

But, what if you didn’t look at it 
like that? Instead you looked at the 
bigger picture. You opened your 
mind up to the whole learning 
process, and actually enjoyed it. 
That’s what Matt did, and it lead him 
to where he is now. 

“When I first started at Northern 
Essex I was in the Physical 
Education program,” said Matt. “My 
mind was set to completely finish 
that, and I did.” 

Matt was attracted to the major 
because he was interested in learning 
about different ways to work out 
your body. It was something he real- 
ly enjoyed doing at the time. He 
made a lot of friends working out at 
the gym at Northern Essex, and 
explained how the experience of just 


hanging around the employees 
helped him learn a lot more to train- 
ing. 

“Rob Parker and Peter Tompkins 
were great friends and mentors. I 
learned a lot from them.” Matt liked 
the fact that he could talk to people 
on campus about the same interests 
he had. 

He continued by saying, “They 
taught me so much as far as different 
exercises to do in the gym and also 
challenged me to do more every time 
I went to use the weights. They were 
friendly and very helpful with any 
questions I had whether it was fitness 
related or personal.” 

After about a year though, Matt 
took a class in the Broadcast 
Journalism program as an elective, 
and immediately fell in love with it. 

Within the next couple weeks he 
found out how to enroll in the dual- 
degree program. 

“T fell in love with the thought of 
working for an ESPN/NESN type of 
company, and switched into the 
Broadcast Journalism program,” said 
Matt. 

It is easy to be swayed into 
something different, but truth is Matt 
is just one class short of completing 
the dual-degree. Something I’m sure 
anyone can be proud of. 

A couple months settled into his 
new major Matt interned at WHAV 
Radio. He learned how to meet dead- 
lines in a fast paced environment, 
which if you understand the major, 
know it’s all about deadlines. 

It was a great steppingstone, and 
gave him a lot of confidence to carry 
with him in the future. 

What was his highlight during 
his ‘internship? “I got to meet and 
interview Hollywood game show 
host Tom Bergeron.” Something I’m 
sure a lot of mom’s would like to do. 

A college student who enjoys 
his/her path this much is hard to find. 
It’s an understatement to say he isn’t 


happy with his outcome coming out 
of Northern Essex. It will be the col- 
lege Matt is forever grateful for help- 
ing shape where he is today. 

Matt decided to stick with the 
Broadcast Journalism major when he 
transferred to Quinnipiac University. 
“Quinnipiac is a much, much bigger 
school. The hardest transition is 
probably just starting new. I mean 
you become comfortable somewhere 
after so long, as I did at Northern 
Essex after three years, and a new 
start is never easy. But, Matt has 
handled that challenge well. 

Matt has a work study right now 
at Quinnipiac. Twice a week he is 
involved in a live, half hour long 
news broadcast. He’s helped out with 
the camera operator, floor director, 
server, and audio, broadening his 
experience behind the scenes. 

“Tt is great to work in a live High 
Definition Television Studio because 
I am gaining experience while get- 
ting paid for it, Matt said. 

“J have filmed short commer- 
cials, made sports highlight intro's, 
directed short narratives, filmed live 
division one sporting events, worked 
for NESN setting up and broadcast- 
ing the Quinnipiac Men’s Basketball 
games live, I have acted in commer- 
cials and short narratives, and overall 
this has been an amazing experi- 
ence.” 

All in all the moral of the story 
is, if you like something, don’t be 
afraid to look around. You might 
actually find something you love. 

It should be encouraging to 
know that people are working in 
fields they enjoy because of coming 
to an open environment like 
Northern Essex. Take advantage of it 
like Matt did. 

“Tt would’ve been real easy to 
quit, it crossed my mind in the begin- 
ning. I just didn’t have the guts to tell 
myself it was worth it.” 


By HARMONIE CHARLAND 
Features Editor 


The decision to go to college 
after high school can be a very diffi- 
cult choice to make. Many students 
can find the process of choosing what 
college is best for them very intimi- 
dating. NECC understands the mag- 
nitude of this life changing decision 
and on April 20 NECC is offering 
prospective students the opportunity 
to experience college for a day. 

The day will begin at 8 a.m. and 
students will be offered the opportu- 
nity participate in a campus tour, sit 
in on an actual class, and attend infor- 
mation sessions, where information 
about enrollment, admissions, and 
financial aid will be available. 
Assessment testing and registration 
for prospective students will also be 
available from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. in 
the Behrakis one-stop student center. 

The NECC annual Spring Jam 
will also be taking place from. 11am 
to | p.m. Prospective students will 
have the opportunity to visit the stu- 
dent table and hear current student 
testimony on what it's like to be an 
NECC student. There will be music, 
a free raffle with a chance to win an 
iPod touch, and information regard- 


Join in the fun with the 
theatre department 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Assistant Opinion Editor 


The NECC theater department is 
putting on another set of shows this 
semester. 

A series of one-act plays, directed 
by students, are going to be per- 
formed on the nights of May 6 and 7, 
and the actors are already rehearsing. 

Theater major Dustin Kelly is 
directing a play called “Family 2.0”, 
by Walter Wykes. 

“I thought it was a_ hilarious 


edy.” 

This is Kelly’s first time direct- 
ing, although he’s stage managed 
before. 

“When I first got here, I stage 
managed for ‘Spelling Bee’ within 
that I kind of got into the [theater pro- 
gram]. From there, I found out about 
student directed’s,” he explained. 

“T’ve always wanted to direct.” 

Kelly explained 
process, saying, “We started with a 
blank thing ... They had to create 
their own scene out of that. After the 
audition process, all the directors 
went into a room and wrote down 


play,” he said. “[It’s] a chaotic com- - 


the casting: 


College for 
a day soon 


ing student clubs and activities on 
campus. 

Arquianys Martinez, a NECC 
psychology major, believes this is a 
great service being offered to 
prospective students. “I remember 
when | was in middle school I got the 
chance to go visit high school for the 
day and see what it would be like to 
be a high school student. NECC is 
basically offering the same thing to 
students graduating high school and 
interested in going to college.” 

Martinez believes students who 
take advantage of this opportunity 
will be able to get an idea of what 
college is like before making their 
final decision. When asked what 
piece of advice she would give an 
incoming new student, Martinez said 
“Know how to manage your freedom, 
you have all the resources you need 
here to succeed.” 

Current students who wish to get 
involved with College for a Day can 
do so by volunteering as a campus 
tour guide. This is a great opportuni- 
ty to strengthen your public speaking 
and leadership skills, do some com- 
munity service, and build up your 
resume. For more information con- 
tact Brandi Thomforde who is 
organizing the event at: 
bthomforde@necc.mass.edu. 
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Students to stage 
one-act plays 


their ideal cast.” 

He explained the negotiating 
process by which they settled on the 
final cast for each play. 

The rehearsal process was fluid, 
and strangely economical -- the cast 
drifted seamlessly from straight read- 
ing of lines, into friendly banter, jok- 
ing, then back into the lines again, 
bringing in the sometimes-spoken, 
sometimes-implied character devel- 
opment they’d arrived at. 

Justin Robicheau, a communica- 
tions major who performed in the Top’ 
Notch Players’ previous production, 
“Bedroom Farce,” commented on the 
difference between the experiences. 

“You can play with the emotion 
in this one. [In] Bedroom Farce, 
you’re a little more restricted because 
it’s a British comedy.” 

There are eight plays scheduled 
to be performed. 

“Tt’s usually an exciting evening 
of theater,” said Theater Coordinator 
Susan Sanders. “There are a wide 
variety of plays. Comedies, more 
serious plays, different kinds of 
comedies...” 

She also added that the Top 
Notch Players are having a brain- 
storming meeting about raising 
money for the Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival on Wednesday, April 20 at 
the Hawrylciw Theater. 

Admission to the one-acts will be 
$10 for general admission, and $8 for 
students and seniors. 
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Sports 


NECC athlete chasing dreams 


First- year student 
excels on Knights 
track and field team 


By ANTHONY BEVILACQUA 
Sports Editor 


The Northern 
Bes 86x 
Community 
College Knights 
track and field 
team has found a 
young talent in 
Chris Dow. 
Dow has quali- 
fied for NJCAA 


against. 


and field. He participated in track 
and field in both high school and 
middle school. Dow originally start- 
ed doing track because he was fast 
when he was young. After starting 
up Dow said, “I just wanted to keep 
with it.” 

In high school Dow said his 
favorite event was the long jump. 
The long jump is something he is yet 


— Chris Dow 


ee eee 


I am definitely excited to see the other 
talented athletes I am competing 


that he only practiced the event a few 
times. Ironically, the javelin is the 
event he recently qualified for 
Nationals in. “I was surprised,” said 
Dow. He did not expect to do well let 
alone qualify for Nationals. 

The NJCAA National Division 
Ill Track and Field Championships 
take place May 4-7 at Alfred State 
Community College in New York. 
Dow is currently one 
of three NECC track 
and field athletes who 
have qualified for 
Nationals. He is the 
only NECC male ath- 
lete to qualify thus far. 

The javelin is not 
the only event Dow 
has done well in for 
the Knights this sea- 
son. He has also been 


Division Il 
Nationals in 
javelin and 


almost beat the school's 100-meter 
sprinting record all in his first year at 
NECC. 

This is Dow's second semester at 
NECC after graduating from high 
school. While being a member of the 
track and field team he is also major- 
ing in Liberal Arts. Dow grew up in 
Plaistow, NH and graduated from 
Timberlane Regional High School in 
June of 2010. 

Dow is not a newcomer to track 


to spend time on at NECC. He hit his 
personal best jump during high 
school but has yet to come close to it 
this year. 

Dow has adapted well to the 
Knights’ track and field team. He 
said that they all like to have a good 
time and it is always fun on the way 
to meets. “The team is like a family,” 
Dow said. 

Dow barely threw the javelin 
while he was in high school. He said 


Student 
center fun 


Daily, fun activities 
for the everyday 
student 


By JOSH PELTONOVICH 
Correspondent 


NECC has a variety of school 
activities for students to participate 
in. Clubs, special interest groups, and 
extra curricular sports events are all 
offered. The student activities center 
has a vast array of noon-time co-ed 
sports. Students can benefit in 
numerous was by playing recreation- 
al sports. 

The physical competition, 
although friendly, can be intense at 
times, but with Maureen Saliba on 
the sidelines refereeing the events, 
competition stays friendly and fair. 

Students can enjoy a convention- 
al sport like flag football or try a 
unique sport such as Quidditch, 
famously popularized by “Harry 
Potter”. 

The center offers some casual 
events such as ping-pong tourna- 
ments and card games while also 
hosting seasonal events as Halloween 
parties and Luaus. 

The recreational sports give stu- 
dents the ability to enjoy a friendly, 
competitive event while staying 
physically active at the same time. 
The school offers sports for any 
interest, whether you want to just go 
down to the gym and play a game of 
basketball or be involved in pool 


tournaments NECC has something to 
offer for you. You must sign a waiver 
in the unfortunate event of personal 
injury but after that you are good to 
go. 

It is not like the tedious gym 
class sports you recall from high 
school. A participant is playing of his 
or her own will, so everyone playing 
is there because they want to be. 

With Saliba's supervision stu- 
dents chose their own teams and pret- 


ty much run the show. The variety of 


sports events allow students to stay 
active in school events and meet new 
friends at the same time. Different 
sports draw different crowds, some 
extra curricular events are low-key 


while others allow you to challenge | 


your own athletic ability. 

The student center can also be a 
place of refuge for students who need 
a place to hangout that isn't a quiet 
zone like the library or computer lab. 
The atmosphere is a vibrant, playful 
place full of energy and happy faces. 
It is a regular crowd at the center so 
faces become familiar quickly and it 


gives a student a sense of good fun at | 


a community college. 

Besides the great athletic oppor- 
tunity they also offer food specials 
regularly like meatball subs for a rea- 
sonable price. You'll have a great 


time among familiar faces sharing | 


memories over school work and a 
snack. 

I asked a group of student's how 
they felt and they said that "spending 
time at the rec center is never time 


wasted. It's a positive place where | 


constructive Outcomes occur.” 


a tremendous sprinter 
in the 100-meter. Dow was only .87 
seconds off from beating the NECC 
Knights’ track and field men's record. 
Dow would like to beat the school's 
record but is not getting his hopes up 
for it. “It would be quite an accom- 
plishment,” he said. 

Dow is looking forward to the 
upcoming Nationals. “I am definite- 
ly excited to see the other talented 
athletes I am competing against,” 
Dow said. 


Red Sox off to 
slow start 1n 2011 


Dont fret about the 
early Red Sox issues, 
good things are soon 
to come. 


By KEVIN McDONALD 
Correspondent 


After the Red Sox got off to the 
worst start since 1996, this is not the 
time to panic. 

As of April 5, 
the losing streak 
stands at four, but it 
does not mean the 
season is over. It's 
only four games out 


| of 162. 


~“Four games 
doesn't prove any- 
thing,” said Dan 
Healey-Rose, a stu- 
dent at NECC. “I am confident that 
the Sox will still be one of the top 
teams.” 

There are going to be points 
where the Red Sox go into slumps 
and can't get out of their own way, it 
happens in long seasons (as is the 
case with the Celtics and Bruins this 
past season). There is no need to 
panic in a time like this. 

The pitching has not been the 
best so far in the season. Lester is 
looking like he is starting slow again, 
Lackey should be written off, 


Buchholz looked the best, even with 
a loss, and Beckett was OK. But not 
great. ," 

Carl Crawford and Adrian 
Gonzalez are the two big acquisitions 
from the off-season. So far, both have 
been relatively quiet. Crawford start- 
ed the first two games batting third, 
then went to the seventh, and was the 
second batter in the line-up during the 
April 5 game against Cleveland. 
Gonzalez is currently hitless in his 
last eight at-bats. 

Yes, the Sox are winless this sea- 
son, but it won't last for long. The 
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I am confident that the Sox will jeoming see. 
still be one of the top teams. 
— Dan Healey-Bay 


Red Sox are bound to get their first 
win of the season at some point this 
week, whether it's against the Indians 
or the Yankees. 

No one should panic or be wor- 
ried. It’s just the beginning to a long 
season. 

I will start to panic if this pro- 
longs and causes the season to be 
“lost” midway through May. 
Hopefully by then the Sox will be 
swinging for the fences and the pitch- 
ing will be better. 

Maybe that is what fans need. 


Maybe they need the Red Sox to 
struggle. If the Sox continue to strug- 
gle, fans will no longer see them as 
contenders but more underdogs or 
pretenders. 


Courtesy photo 
Knights track and field athlete Chris Dow qualified for 
NJCAA National Division Ill Championships 


“I think they would do better as 


an underdog team,” said Healey- 
Rose. “It puts less pressure on the 
players. But, this team is a contender 
now all the way through September.” 


Is that the problem? Do the Red 


Sox players and organization feel 
pressure from being called a con- 
tender? 


No one likes pressure, it's one of 
the things I don't 
want to have hap- 
pen to this team: 

pressure 


mountable as this 
early season 
slump continues. 

I want both 
the offense and 
pitching to be 
top-notch. The 


Sox should not be winning games 10- 
9, but that may be the case if the 
pitching doesn't get better. 


The offense has to show up to 


games because if not then you get 
scores of 9-1 in favor of the other 
team, and that is never good either. 


This team needs to pick up the 


pace and get moving, fix its pitching, 
and get some confidence into those 
big bats. ; 


Again, this is not something to 


push the panic button for. 


In a month, maybe it will be. 
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Previewing the NBA playoffs 


A look ahead to the 
NBA’ pending play- 
off situation 


By JIMMY PANGBURN 
Correspondent 


The NBA season has been one 
of the best in a long time and the 
playoffs look to be even better. 
Though there are still games to be 
played, the eastern conference play- 
off bracket will probably be the one 
seeded Bulls facing the eighth seed- 
ed Pacers, the two seed Heat facing 
the seven seed Knicks, the third 
seeded Celtics facing sixth seeded 
76ers, and finally the four seed 
Magic facing the fifth seeded 
Hawks. 

_ Unlike the college basketball 
tournament, upsets are rare in the 
first round of the NBA playoffs. 
One upset that could happen is the 
Hawks beating the Magic. This is 
because the Hawks have a center 
that can deal with Dwight Howard 
_in Al Horford and if he has a bad 
| game they always have forward 
| Josh Smith to help out. The best 
| thing the Hawks have is the three 
point shot. Joe ‘Johnson, Kirk 
Hinrich, and Jamal Crawford can all 
hit the three which is why I expect 
the Hawks to beat the Magic. 

The most intriguing match up of 


the first round in the eastern confer- 
ence is the Knicks versus the Heat, 
mainly because of the star power 
featured in the game. The Heat have 
arguably the best player in the 
game, LeBron James, along with 
Dwayne Wade, Chris Bosh, and 
Mike Bibby. The Knicks, on the 
other hand, throw Amare 
Stoudemire, Carmelo Anthony, and 
Chauncey Billups. You would think 
this series will be a breeze for the 
Heat but it might take the full five 
games to eliminate the Knicks. 

If the Knicks do upset the Heat 
then the NBA will finally have a 
Boston versus New York battle in 
the playoffs. That is assuming that 
the Celtics beat the 76ers. They are 
struggling now, but I fully expect 
the Celtics to turn it on in the play- 
offs. 

The least exciting first round 
series is the Bulls vs. Pacers. If the 
Bulls don't sweep it will be shocker. 
The Bulls have probable MVP 
Derrick Rose and a great front court 
with Boozer and Noah. 

The western conference has a 
lot more talented teams then the 
East does. The western seeds are 
still up for grabs so the majority of 
these match ups may not happen. As 
of April 6 the one seed Spurs will 
face the eight seed Grizzlies, the 
two seed Lakers will face the seven 
seed Hornets, the third seeded 
Mavericks will face the sixth seed- 
ed Blazers, and finally the fourth 
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seeded Thunder will face the fifth 
seeded Nuggets. \ 

The Spurs may be upset because { 
the Spurs are an older team while ~~ 
the Grizzlies are a fast, young team. 
If the Spurs top three players are 
near 100 percent, the Spurs should 
win in four games. 

In the Lakers and Hornets 
series, I hate to say a team has no 
chance but with the loss of David 
West I highly doubt the Hornets will 
beat the Lakers. The way the Lakers & 
big men (Bynum, Odom, and 
Gasol) are playing it will be hard for 
the Hornets to win. 

The Mavericks versus Blazers 
could go five games but it will be 
tough because the depth the 
Mavericks have. 

The Thunder versus the Nuggets 
is the final western match up. The 
Nuggets are the feel-good story of 
the playoffs. As soon as they traded aes 
Carmelo Anthony everyone counted 
the Nuggets out of the playoffs. I; 
don't see how they can beat the 
Thunder because the Nuggets lack 
an all-star. Every great team has - 
one: the Bulls have Rose, the Heat § . : ee 
have James, the Celtics have Pierce, rc 
the Lakers have Kobe Bryant and so ‘ piebit 
on. Wate. 1 

This year's playoffs should be a : = 
great one mainly because there isn't 
really that much of a talent gap 
between all the teams. It will be Playoff contender Chicago’s Derrick Rose dunking 


hard to predict who will play in the the ball in game versus the Orlando Magic 
NBA championship. 
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WHAT COMES NEXT? 


Earn your bachelor’s degree at Rivier College. 


» Choose from more than 30 majors, os education, 
business and nursing. 


» Take advantage of more than $7 million in institutional 
financial aid awarded annually. 


» Learn about one of the region’s most affordable private 
colleges. 


» Speak with your advisor about our generous transfer 
credit policies. 


» Schedule your visit today. 


Your future starts here. 


Ever changing 
standards 


Dont settle for less, 
set your standards 
high 


By HARMONIE CHARLAND 
Features Editor 


As time 
progresses and 


dards one must 
pmeet before we 
can consider 
Roepe t i ng 
involved with them. Standards 
are merely a reflection of the 
amount of love we have for our- 
selves. 

People who love themselves 
unconditionally will only accept 
what's best for them while people 
who don't value themselves will 
settle for less. _ 

Many people find themselves 
in dysfunctional relationships 
over and over again. 

They are constantly, asking 
themselves, “Why does this 
always happen to me?” The 
question they need to be asking 
themselves is, “Why do I keep 
allowing this to happen to me?” 

If you are in a relation- 
ship with someone’ who lies 
to you, cheats on you, disre- 
spects you, and ultimately 
makes you feel bad about 
yourself you have to step back 
and analyze the situation from 
the outside looking in. 

By allowing someone to 
treat you badly you are send- 
ing a message to them that 
says you don't care about 
yourself. So why should they? 

Your friends and family 
who witness you allowing 
someone to treat you this way 


begin to form judgments and 
Opinions pertaining about 
you. 

You are now completely 
allowing others to dictate the 
quality of your life. You 
would never purposely hurt 
yourself, right? If you choose 
to stay in a relationship that is 
detrimental to your self-esteem 
and well-being, you are purpose- 
ly hurting yourself. 

Set standards according to 


‘the love you have for your- 


self. Understand you are an 
amazing person and should be 
treated as such. 

Consider how hard you 
work each and every day to be 
the person you are. 

The amount of time you 
dedicate to your education 
in preparation for a suc- 
cessful future. _ Consider 
your work ethic and your 
ability to be independent. 
The amount of time and 
effort we dedicate to our- 
selves is commendable and 
must be appreciated by our 
significant others. 

The person you decide to be 
in a relationship with should also 
understand this and expect the 
same treatment from you. 

When you find someone who 
has the same standards as you, or 
maybe even a bit higher, result- 
ing in you having to push your- 
self harder, it is in this person 
time is worth being invested. 

Waiting to meet that person 
can seem like an eternity, and at 
times you may feel like lowli- 
ness will get the best of you. 

Just remember, lowering 
your standards for the sake of 
being in a relationship and 
avoid being lonely will only 
hurt you in the long run. 

Just know you're worth 
more than second best and 
Mr./Mrs. Right is out there 
somewhere. 


Love, Lust and Relationships 


_ At first glance 


Inner beauty lives on with time 


By LATHON JONES-DOWNING 
Correspondent 

With the recent release 
of the movie “Beastly”, a 
e2lst century 


sremake of 
DA sm6 9, oS 
mi 07 W ne 
Beauty and 
Beast, 
can’t 
help 


made in our 
population, 


been 
ever-growing 
especially when it comes to 
the rules of attraction. 
This is the growing con- 


have 


cern as to how one sees 
others and themselves. My 
friends, this is a concern of 
beauty. 

So how does one look at 
another to truly know if 


that person is beautifu? 
Does it start with the way 
that they walk, talk, or 
dress? 


Could it be the way the 
scent of their being just 
fills your nostrils and gives 
you a rush of serotonin 
straight to the brain as you 
are brought back and 
reminded of mother’s cook- 
ing and late night runs on 
the beach? 

Well, these things as 
awkward as they may sound 
seem to have relevance in 
attracting people to others. 
The uses of natural 
pheromones are also very 
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important in the attraction 
arena. 

Scientists: say that too 
much showering can ruin 
your pheromone cycle of 
even distribution. Rather 
clean and deodorized than 
shunned and full of 
pheromones, I always say. 


Knowing this you can 
have one of the most beau- 
tiful girls or guys your 


heart can desire. 

The jocks, the class clown, 
even the prom queen, but what 
about the silent nerd or the 
class underdog? 

These people not the types 
that would interest you? 

Well for some the best 
things come in the most 
unlikely of places. 

So the class underdog 
may have bad teeth and 
wild untamed hair that only 
a mother could love. But 
what makes them worse 
than the that crazy cheer- 
leader from high school? 

A person may not be 
beautiful on the outside. 
However their personality 
can put them in good stand- 
ing with you and win your 
heart in seconds. 

When asked 
attracted people 
the opposite sex. : 

Vang Lee, a student at 
NECC,* said,-“I hke: to see 
their personality.” 

“TI love a person that is 
comfortable in their own 
skin and a person who has 
their own mind and goals. 
Especially if he is a man 


what 
most to 


who knows what he 
wants,” said Lee. 

Lucas York said, “When 
it comes to looks for a girl 
it all depends on that per- 
sonal attraction. I study the 
way she talks, the way she 
walks and pretty much the 
energy that comes off her. 
Then I focus on the physi- 
cal.” 

This all was great but in 
the end I was struck by the 
words of student Fritz 


Emanuel who said, “Beauty 


should come _ from _ the 
inside. But most focus on 
the outside, because the 


first thing that attracts you 
to that person is their out- 
ward appearance.” 

Truthfully, when it 
comes down to it, attrac- 
tion plays a big role in our 
society. And it's because of 
this that so many people try 
to hide their true selves 
behind makeup and fast 
cars in search of that hot 
girl or boy to talk to them. 

Let me put it simply, 
“Beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder.” There is no right 
or wrong in that, 

Just know that when ut 
comes to beauty, it ts the 
inner beauty in not only 
your interests but also 
yourself that will live on. 
with time. 

So choose wisely 
because even though looks 
are amazing. They are tem- 
porary. And as for the soul, 
that, my friends, is forever. 


By Jennifer Shepherd, 
The Lipstick Mystic 

Aries (March 21 -April 
19) - 

The sun has been creating 
some changes in your per- 
sonal life, and it will take a 
little more time for the dust 
to settle. 

Be gentle on yourself and 
your sweetheart. You need to 
keep figuring out what you 
really want and make sure 


you're taking the right 
action. 

Taurus (April 20 - May 
20) - 


You're craving variety in 
the bedroom as a moon 
opposition makes you a little 
bored. 

Instead of turning away 
from your sweetheart, be 
open about your desire to try 
some new things. 

Be inventive as a couple 
and use your collective 
imaginations. 

Gemini (May 21 - June 
21) .- As Mercury finally 


goes direct, things that were 


once on hold will start to 
move forward again. 

You'll be busy in both 
your personal and your pro- 
fessional life. Manage your 
time carefully. 

It could be challenging 
remaining balanced. 

Cancer: (June 22-July 
22) - 

Your feelings for some- 
one are getting even more 
intense. The moon is turning 
you into a fool for love. 

Your partner might have 
troubles handling your con- 
stant need for touching and 
talking. Don't strangle your 
honey. Give him or her room 
to breathe. 

Leo (July 23 - Aug. 22) - 

As Venus moves into a 
friendly sign you'll be ready 
to make a big move. 

If you've developed a 
crush on someone, you'll 
finally be ready to ask him 
or her out. If you've been in 
an on again, off again rela- 
tionship, you'll give your 


partner a final ultimatum. 

Virgo (Aug. 23 - Sept. 
22) - 

The sun is increasing 
your sex appeal and enhanc- 
ing your confidence. You'll 
realize just how sexy you are 
and stop hiding away like a 
shy hermit. 

Put on your best outfit 
and show off that cute figure 
as you party and dance with 
your friends. 

Libra (Sept. 23 - Oct. 
-23) - 

Saturn continues to 
remind you about all 
the little things that 
aren't “working. >in a 
relationship. You aren't 
a negative person, but 
you could be feeling 
pessimistic. 

Talk with a therapist, 
minister, or good friend 
to explore your options. 


Scorpio (Oct. 24 - 
Nov. 21) - 
You're ready to 


seduce someone. Sultry 
Venus is putting you on 


the prowl. If there is a 


-Shy friend who is sud- 


denly single, you could 
decide to put the moves 
on him. 

Or if a nice girl in 
your apartment building 
smiles, you might ask 
her out. 

Sagittarius (Novy. 22 
-Dec. 21) - Be open to the 
unusual this week. Uranus 
is kicking up some wacky 
and wild energy. You 
might end up hanging out 
with some friends in a 
different part of town and 
meet someone local who 
is totally into you. 

Or you could become 
attracted to a foreign or 
mysterious stranger. 

Capricorn ( Dec. 22 - 
Jan.19) - 

Your honey might be 
being more demanding 
than usual, and you could 
feel pressured. Venus is 
creating some extra ten- 
sion. 

Don't fall 


into bad 


communication habits and 
just ignore everything. 

Talk about things over 
a bottle of wine and be 
affectionate while you're 
chatting. 

Aquarius (Jan. 
Feb. 18) - 

You'll receive lots of 
social invitations this 
week as Mercury picks up 
the pace. 

Don't sit at home mop- 
ing and watching TV. 
You'll have fun if you try 
hanging out in some dif- 
ferent places and flirt 
with a few new people. 

Pisces (Feb. 19 - 
March 20) - 

As Venus leaves your 
sign, you're’ in the 
midst of some romantic 
upheaval. You might be 
worrying that’ these 
storms will last forev- 
er. They won't. Be the 
end of the week you'll 
have a much sunnier 
attitude about every- 
thing. 


20 - 
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LET WHORES 
KEEP 10% of TYE NON\Y? 
S THEY BRING IN..- 


RD IF YOLKS ACTUALY DID SOMETHING POSITIVE 
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apa ae Oureibe, Why DONT 


BE SOS OSC SOK 


XS SCXD 
ct 


Mi 


Celebrate YOUR unique talents 
__ for Fun & Profit..! 
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YET ANOTHER NEW CROP 
CIRCLE HAS SHOWN UP. IT 
LOOKS LIKE THIS... 
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EXPERIENCE THE 
STEELY GALE CF 
NANCY REAGAN 
ihV6 Scare! 


I'M SURE IT'S VERY IMPORTANT, 
BUT | CAN'T FIGURE IT OUT. 


WHO ARE YOU 
TALKING TO? 


es 
| ami ND ah! d 
CAN you SOLVE THE MYSTERY? 


INT: IT'S A QR CODE. 
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is the Time To 


REGISTER 


for Your Classes 
and Complete Your 


FINANCIAL 
A) Paperwork 


Register for your classes and complete your nancial 

aid paperwork before you leave for the semester. Meet 
with your assigned advisor which can be found on self 
service under “Who is my Advisor?” Register early to get 
the classes and schedule you want - and avoid long lines! 


Current Students’ 
Registration 

April 4 - May 3 
For more information, visit | | 
www.necc.mass.edu/register. | 


201104-011 


